Gorbachev reassures Bush on ties 


MOSCOWfR) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev personally reassured 
. : ! ” ea ^ git Ge orge Bush Saturday that he was committed to good 
rclatKXB between the superpowers and to democratic reform of his 
country. The official Soviet News Agency TASS said the two presidents 
bad a Jong telephone conversation which also covered Middle Hast peace 
efforts, disagreements on disarmament and their coming meeting in 
Moscow. “Its significance was above ail that they confirmed their 
comautoent to a common course for improving Soviet-U.S. relations,** 
TASS sak I. “Gorbachev said that as long as it was reciprocated, his choice 
in this matter was just as unaltered as his choice for a fundamental 
democratic transformation of the Soviet state." 


Volume 16 Number 4697 


Iraq resumes 
foreign mail service 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Satur- 
day said it bad resumed an inter- 
national postal service for the 
first time since the start of the 
Gulf crisis last August. An offi- 
cial statement said the service 
would operate three times a 
week. With no flights leaving 
Iraq, mail would be taken by road 
to Jordan and forwarded to other 
countries aboard Royal Jorda- 
nian airlines, the statement said. 


Fateh adds two to 
Central Committee 

TUNIS (R) — Fateh, the main 
group in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), has added 
two leading moderates to its Cen- 
tral Committee, the body which 
runs the movement’s day-to-day 
affairs. They are Nabil Shaath, a 
diplomatic adviser to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, and Abdul- 
lah Frangi, who has been the 
head of die FLO mission in 
Boon. Both are accomplished di- 
plomats on the liberal wing of the 
organisation. They were coopted 
during a three-day meeting of 
Fateh’s 106-seat Revolutionary 
Council which ended in Tunis 
Friday evening, PLO sources said 
Saturday. 


Kuwaitis return 
home 

KUWAIT (R) — Hundreds of 
Kuwaitis returned home on 
Saturday at the start of a govern- 
ment . airlift of 400,000 citizens 
who rather fled or were abroad 
when Iraq invaded nine months 
ago. “There is no- plane like 
home, oo place. And there is no 
better 'feelings than returning 
'home," Abdullah Kassem, hold- 
ing his child, said as be left the 
war-scarred airport after a brief 
flight from Bahrain. He was 
among the men, women and chil- 
dren aboard the first of hundreds 
of Kuwait Airways flights that 
wiD repatriate Kuwaitis — free of 
charge — more than 20 weeks 
after the end of the Gulf war. 


Kennedy nephew 
surrenders to police 

PALM BEACH ( AP) — William 
Kennedy Smith surrendered to 
Palm Beach police Saturday on 
charges of rape and battery. ‘Td 
like to make a statement, but I 
want to take care of this process 
first,” Mr. Smith said as he ar- 
rived. His mother, Jean Kennedy 
Smith, was at his side. Mr. Smith, 
30-year-old nephew of Sen. Ed- 
ward Kennedy, was charged 
Thursday with sexual battery — 
tantamo unt to rape — and with 
battery in connection with an 
incident March 30 at the Kennedy 
family’s oceanfront estate. He 
has denied any wrong doing. 


Bessmertnykh visits 
Lebanon on Tuesday 

BEIRUT (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh will visit Lebanon next 
Tuesday as part of his current 
Middle East tour, government 
sources said. The sources said the 
Soviet ambassador to Lebanon, 
Guennady Uichev, informed 
Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
Secretary-General Suheil Cham- 
mas of the visit. It would be the 
first visit by a Soviet foreign 
minis ter since the start of the dvfl 
war in 1975. 


FAO to monitor pest 
spraying in Iraq 

ROME (AP) — The United Na- 
tions Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) will monitor ae- 
rial spraying of sunn-pests thre- 
atening food crops in northern 
Iraq. The U.N. agency said it will 
supply the Iraqi government with 
six specialised Polish pilots and 
two mechanics. Iraq will, supply 
MI-2 agricultural helicopters, 
equipment and supplies which 
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Hrawi sends token force to south 

BEIRUT, LEBANON (AP) — The government sene a token army force 
to Sooth Lebanon Saturday to deploy alongside U.N. peacekeepers near 
brad’s northern border, military sources reported. The sources said the 
650-man unit will initially deploy in the an dent port of Tyre and move into 
the operational zone of the U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
once “technical arrangements" were worked out. The move by President 
Elias Hrawi will raise Lebanese army strength in the flashpoint; south to 
around 3,200 men. The deployment was seen as a symbolic effort by Mr. 
Hrawi to underline his drive to restore state control over Lebanon under 
an Arab League-brokered peace plan to end 16 years of civil war. In 
recent months, the army has taken control of (he greater Beirut area, the 
Druse stronghold in the Sbouf mountains southeast of the capital and the 
Christian heartland to the northeast. That totals about one-fourth of the 
country. At the same time, most of the major militias have handed over 
their weapons in a move that is the most positive sign yet that the 
Woodshed may be over. Mr. Hrawi ’s deployment in the south also 
underscores his drive to get the Israelis out of their self-designated 
“security zone," a (1, 100-square- kilometre) strip of Lebanese territory 
they have occupied since 1985. 
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Peace process In crucial phase 


Baker in Damascus; Syria says 
Arabs will insist on their rights 


DAMASCUS (Agencies ) — u.s. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
arrived in Damascus Saturday at 
the start of his fourth Middle East 
tour in search of a settlement to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

He was met on arrival by Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Ai. Sharaa 
and will have talks with President 
Hafez Al Assad Sunday before 
going to Cairo. 

En route to Syria, Mr. Baker 
said Saudi Arabia and its five 
Arab partners in the Cooperation 
Council (GCC) will break a ’’ma- 
jor taboo” and negotiate directly 
with Israel if there is a Mideast 
peace conference. 

Bnt Mr. Baker said the Gulf 
countries’ participation would be 
limited to such side issues as 
water resources and to sending an 
observer to the opening of the 
peace conference. 

Even so, Mr. Baker hailed the 
announcement, which culminated 
two weeks of quiet diplomacy by 
the Bosh administration. 

Mr. Baker learned of the GCC 
states' willingness to participate 
in the peace process from Saudi 
Ambassador Prince Bandar Ben 
Sultan just before leaving for 
Syria, the Washington Post re- 
ported m Saturday’s editions. 

An administration official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Mr. Baker hoped the 
move would influence Israel and 
Syria to compromise their differ- 
ences over a formula for bolding 
peace talks. 

Bnt tiie official acknowledged: 
”1 don’t know whether it will or 
not." 

Mr. Baker is visiting Syria, 


Egypt, Jordan and Israel over six 
days to try to get agreement on 
how much of a role outsiders 
might play in the negotiations and 
which Palestinian Arabs could 
attend. 

It could be his last such 
attempt. 

’’At some point you stop flying 
around," the official said. 

The official also disclosed Mr. 
Baker had tried to work out a 
deal in which the Arabs would 
suspend their economic boycott 
of Israel in exchange for a halt to 
the construction of Jewish settle- 
ments on the occupied territories. 

“We haven't gotten anything 
from either side," the official 
said. 

Ahead of what could be crucial 
talks with Mr. Baker, Syria said 
Saturday that Arabs wanted a 
just and comprehensive Middle 
East peace but would not aban- 
don their rights and lands. 

A senior Syrian official told 
Reuters in an interview that 
Damascus was ready to cooperate 
with the international efforts to 
solve the Arab-Israeh conflict but 
insisted on implementation of re- 
levant U.N. resolutions. 

The official said: "Nothing 
should prevent the U.N. Security 
Council adopting appropriate 
measures to enforce its decisions 
if Israel continues to foil the 
current peace efforts. 

“Nobody should expect Syria 
or the Arabs to abandon their 
rights and lands or submit to 
Israel’s expansionist policies." 

He said President Assad 
affirmed during recent talks with 
Mr. Baker and Soviet Foreign 


Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh that "Syria was keen to see 
a just and comprehensive peace 
based on U.N. Resolutions espe- 
cially 242 and 338”. 

"President Assad also affirmed 
Syria’s readiness to cooperate 
with international efforts aimed 
at enforcing international law and 
adopting the same standards in 
dealing with hot problems in the 
region and the world." 

This was a reference to enforc- 
ing U.N. resolutions on Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait last Au- 
gust. Syria wants resolutions 
against Israel to be pursued with 
the same vigour. 

The official said peace efforts 
so far “are not satisfactory be- 
cause of Israel's refusal to accept 
U.N. resolutions calling for with- 
drawal from occupied Arab lands 
and endorsing Palestinian 
rights." 

The Syrian official said Israel 
was ignoring world condemnation 
of settlements and continuing to 
put more settlers on Arab terri- 
tories. 

“Firm information shows that 
there are now over 220.000 Jew- 
ish settlers in the West Bank." 
the official said. 

"No wise person in the world 
would expect Arabs to abandon 
their lands and submit to Israel's 
obstinacy," be said. 

“U.N. resolutions are clear. 
They condemn settlements, can- 
cel annexation and call for Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
lands in return for peace. There is 
no alternative for enforcement of 
these resolutions." 


Kurdish autonomy pact 
expected within 2 days 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein met 
Kurdish rebel leader Massoud 
Barzani Saturday 'for the second 
time since Baghdad began talks 
with heads of the country’s res- 
tive Kurdish people. 

A Kurdish newspaper said 
talks between Baghdad and the 
Kurds on a new autonomy pact 
could end with an agreement 
within two days. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
said President Saddam met Mr. 
Barzani at noon but gave no 
other details about tbe talks, 
which have been shrouded in 
secrecy since they began last 
Tuesday. 

President Saddam and Mr. 
Barzani, bead of tbe Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KPD) and 
leader of a four-man Kurdish 
delegation, held their first meet- 
ing last Wednesday. 

The Al Iraq newspaper, break- 
ing days of official silence on tbe 
talks, said negotiations were 
going ahead “in an objective spir- 
it" and the discussions were “full 
and frank." 

“The result of the negotiations 
is expected to be announced in a 
couple of days in tbe framework 
of a mutual agreement on how to 
implement tbe March (1970) dec- 
laration which will strengthen 
national unity,” it said in a front- 
page commentary. 

ft gave no other details. 

Tbe four-member Kurdish de- 
legation has been in Baghdad 
since early this week to went out 
a new autonomy deal for the Iraqi 

Kurds, who make up about one 
fifth of Iraq’s 18 mfllioa people. 

An agreement satisfactory to 
the Kurds could help persuade 
hundreds of thousands of Kurdish 
refugees to come home from the 
mountains on Iraq's borders with 
Turkey and Iran. 

A pact could also undermine 
the justification for a Western 
military presence in the Kurdish 
areas of northern Iraq. 

Both rides have described tbe 
atmosphere at the talks as posi- 
tive. Tbe Wednesday's meeting 
was interpreted as a promising 


But other information has been 
scanty. Kurdish delegates have 
said very little. 


Before tbe talks opened, Kurds 
in exile said the delegation 
wanted international guarantees 
for any new accord with tbe Iraqi 
government. • 

They also want access to oil 
revenues from the oilfields 
around tbe northern city of Kir- 
kuk, where Kurds traditionally 
made up a majority of tbe 
population. 

Iraqi officials have indicated 
they have reservations about 
making these concessions. 

A first round of talks two 
weeks ago led to agreement in 
principle to revive the 1970 
accord, which recognised the 
Kurds as a distinct nation and 
gave them extensive rights to run 
their own local affairs. 

Kurdish rebels allege Baghdad 
reneged on the 1970 bargain. 

Last month, Mr. Barzani sent 
his younger brother, Idris, to the 
tails, which were led by Jalal 
Talabani. Mr. Talabani leads the 
second-largest rebel faction, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

After the April 24 session with 
President Saddam, Mr. Talabani 
said there was agreement “in 
principle" to stop the Kurdish 
rebellion in exchange for full 
autonomy for Iraq's 3.5 million 
Kurds. 

Although tbe Kurds say tbe 
government had reneged on pre- 
vious agreements on tbe subject, 
Mr. Talabani said that in 21 years 
of dealing with Baghdad, this was 
the first time that he felt a serious 
agreement was possible* 

However, Mr. Barzani deman- 
ded that the U.N. security coun- 
cil’s permanent members — the 
United States, Britain, France, 
China and the Soviet Union — 
guarantee any agreement that 
might be reached with Baghdad. 

Allted operation 

Allied troops meanwhile 
loaded Iraqi Kurds onto scores of 
trucks and buses to begin Opera- 
tion Gallant Provider, an effort 
aimed at repatriating an esti- 
mated 200,000 refugees remain- 
ing in the mountains bordering 
Turkey. 

Allied officials, meanwhile, ex- 
pected an Iraqi response Satur- 


day to their proposal to make a 
demilitarised zone out of a Iraqi 
provincial capita] that is crucial to 
the resettlement, since it is home 
to 100,000 of the exiled Kurds. 

Iraq and the allies have spent a 
week forging a compromise over 
security m Dobnk. which Kurds 
have deserted. 

The refugees fled their homes 
in March to escape the Kurdish 
rebellion in the wake of the Gulf 
war. 

In an effort to avoid a con- 
frontation and speed the with- 
drawal of the 10 ,000 U.S. soldiers 
protecting the Kurds. Secretary 
of State James Baker said Friday 
that the United States may ask 
the U.N. Security Council to 
authorise a police force in the 
area despite Iraq's objections 
(See page 2). 

To begin Operation Gallant 
Provider, allied soldiers put re- 
fugees on trucks and buses Satur- 
day at a way station near two of 
the largest Turkish refugee 
camps, hoping others will also be 
inspired to return, officials said. 

“Tbe movement of the trucks 
themselves will be a catalytic 
factor," said Joseph Fanner, a 
spokesman for the U.S. forces. 

The buses and trucks were 
leaving from Kanimasi, an allied 
way-station near the Turkish- 
Iraqi bonier, one of nine such 
stations where refugees can find a 
lift and necessary medical care 
and food. 

U.S. ‘warning’ 

Tbe United States Friday said 
Iraq should reconsider its opposi- 
tion to a United Nations police 
force to protect the refugees and 
renewed its wanting that a failure 
to do so could prolong interna- 
tional economic sanctions. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
the United States was concerned 
about "Iraqi intransigence on 
security for displaced-persons 
camps in northern Iraq" as de- 
scribed by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
in talks with President George 
Bush on Thursday, 

"That means v we think that the 

(Cundnmd on page 5) 


King, Joxe review Mideast, bilateral ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein received 
Saturday at Al Nadwa Palace 
French Defence Minister Pier- 
re Joxe and discussed with him 
the current situation in the 
area and Jordanian- French re- 
lations. 

The audience was attended 
by Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King's 
military secretary and French 
Ambassador in Amman Denis 
Bouchard. 

Mr. Joxe was received upon 
arrival by Armed Forces Chief 
of Staff Genera) Fathi Abu 
Taleb, several of his assistants, 
the commander of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force, Ambas- 
sador Bouchard and the 
French military attache in Am- 


man. 

Gen. Abu Taleb welcomed 
the French minister and ex- 
pressed hope that his talks in 
Amman will be fruitful and will 
have positive results on the 
bilateral relations. 

Mr. Joxe expressed satisfac- 
tion over the visit, his first to 
Jordan. 

Mr. Joxe will also be re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan for post- 
Gulf war cooperation talks. 

Mr. Joxe. appointed defence 
minister in January, is ex- 
pected to hold a press confer- 
ence on Sunday. 

Reuter adds: Mr. Joxe arrived 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates a day after an unidenti- 
fied person threw a "very 
primitive kind of a Molotov 


GCC states to join 
talks with Israel 


LUXEMBOURG (Agencies') — 
The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), welcoming U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker’s bid to 
bring Arabs and Israelis to the 
negotiating table, said Saturday it 
will join a Middle East peace 
conference to give an "impetus to 
the peace process.” 

Qatar’s foreign minister, 
Mubarak Ben Ali Al Khater, said 
the six-member GCC "supports 
the serious attempts being made 
to find a lasting solution” to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“GCC participation seeks to 
give an impetus to the peace 
process,” said Mr. Khater. 

Qatar holds the presidency of 
the GCC which also comprises 


Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Oman, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

As he returned to the Middle 
East Saturday, Mr. Baker said 
die GCC states will negotiate 
directly with Israel in a Middle 
East peace conference on such 
side issues as arms control and 
water resources. 

Mr. Khater confirmed this and 
the GCCs agreement to send an 
observer to the conference’s 
opening session. 

"In realisation of the efforts of 
Mr. Baker it (the GCC) has 
expressed its readiness to partici- 
pate in the conference as an 

(Continued on page 51 


Palestinian shot, 
dead, 11 injured 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
fa Taffy shot a Palestinian teen-ager 
during a chase after youths who 
allegedly fled orders to halt for 
questioning, the army said Satur- 
day. 

At least 11 other Palestinians 
suffered gunshot wounds during 
four stone-throwing protests Fri- 
day night and Saturday in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Arab reports said. 

In still another incident, sol- 
diers iu helicopters and on foot 
conducted house-to-house sear- 
ches and scoured the hillsides for 
“suspects,” detaining four, the re- 
ports added. 

The dead youth was identified 
by Arab sources as Ahmad Has- 
san Shaalan, 15, from ‘Ain Bet 
lima refugee camp near tbe West 
Bank city of Nablus. He was 
among a group of youths who 
alleged ly fled as a routine patrol 
approached the camp, an army 
statement said. 

Shaalan’s death touched off 
two stone-throwing protests in 


Nablus Friday night, in which 
three youths were wounded in the 
limbs by army gunfire, reports 
said. Four other Arabs were 
struck by gunfire shot in response 
to stoning protests in nearby 
Jenin, they added. 

Merchants in Nablus, the West 
Bank's largest city, also staged a 
general strike Saturday to protest 
the shooting. 

Shaalan is the S25th Palestinian 
killed by Israelis in the 4-month 
Palestinian uprising. 

Protests were ~STso reported 
Saturday in Gaza, where four 
youths were injured by gunfire in 
the southern town of Rafah after 
they stoned a military outpost. 

The army clamped a curfew 
on central Bethlehem in the West 
Bank including the area around 
of the Church of the Nativity, 
traditionally held to be the birth- 
place of Jesus Christ. The move 
followed early morning clashes in 
which no one was injured. 

Dheishe refugee camp, near 
Bethlehem, remained under cur- 
few for a third successive day. 


Iraq: British U.N. 
veto threat ridiculous 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
Saturday branded as ridiculous a 
threat by Britain to veto any 
lifting of U.N. sanctions so long 
as President Saddam Hussein was 
in power, saying hopes that the 
Iraqi leader would go were wish- 
ful thinking. 

Information Minister Hamid 
Youssef Hummadi accused Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major of 
"pursuing a vendetta 11 against the 
Iraqi people and following the 
orders of his predecessor Mar- 
garet Thatcher, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said. 

“Mr' Hummadi confirmed that 
the Iraqi people would never be 
moved by Major’s threats and 
wondered what Britain might do 
if President Saddam Hussein and 
his regime remain in power con- 
trary to his wishful thinking,” 
INA said. 

Mr. Major, toughening the 
western allies' posr-Girif war 


stand, told a conference of Bri- 
tian’s ruling Conservative Party 
on Friday that President Saddam 
had to go before sanctions were 
eased. 

"Britain will veto any U.N. 
resolution designed to weaken 
the sanctions regime we have set 
in place, for so long as Saddam 
Hussein remains in power.'' he 
said. 

-Mrs Hummadi said Mr. Major 
was pursuing "an anti-Iraq policy 
which would be extremely de- 
trimental to the interests of Brit- 
ish business especially now that 
Iraq has witdrawn from Kuwait 
and accepts U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions,” INA added. 

Mr. Major was echoing the 
policy of Mrs. Thatcher "who in- 
fact remains the godmother of 
Conservative policy,” he added. 

Mr. Hummadi described Ma- 
jor's statement as ridiculous. 
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Chief of Staff Fathi Abo Taleb Saturday receives French Defence 
Minister Pierre Joxe upon his arrival at Amman Airport. 


cocktail in a little bottle'' at the 
back gate of the French embas- 
sy in Amman, one source said. 

No one was injured and no 
damage was caused. 

The sources said they sus- 
pected that Muslim fun- 


damentalists, angry at French 
participation in the coalition 
that fought Iraq, could have 
been behind the attack. 

During the Gulf war, arson- 
ists set die French Cultural 
Centre on fire. 


Bessmertnykh voices 
cautious optimism 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh expressed cautious 
optimism Saturday but warned 
that failure to arrange a Middle 
East peace conference would lead 
to “terrible tragedy.” 

And despite difficulties, he 
said, the Soviet Union and the 
United States are moving 
together, slowly, towards orga- 
nising one. 

The Soviet minister and his 
American counterpart. Secretary 
of State James Baker, who ar- 
rives in Cairo Sunday night, have 
two meetings scheduled in the 
Egyptian capital on co- 
sponsoring Israeli- Arab peace 
negotiations. 

On Monday, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak is their host 
at a working lunch on the prop- 
osed conference. Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh spent more than two hours 
with Mr. Mubarak on Saturday 
before speaking to reporters. 

“There is a chance. There is a 
hope,” said Mr. Bessmertnykh. 
“And if we work further and if we 
have agreement of all the parties, 
then the chance will materialise. 

"If it does not materialise — 
and we can see the alternative — 
I think it will be a terrible 
tragedy." 

Mr. Bessmertnykh’s assess- 
ment was based on talks with 
leaders of four countries he has 
visited since last Wednesday, 
Syria, Jordan, Israel and Egypt. 

"My optimism is natural, but I 


am very cautious about saying 
that (a conference) will definitely 
materialise. There are problems 
and difficulties," he said in En- 
glish. 

"We are at the start of a 
process together with the United 
States. We are moving. Maybe 
slowly, but we are moving. ... I 
can’t tell you that we are going to 
have a conference, but we hope 
we shall.” 

Mr. Bessmertnykh gave no de- 
tails of difficulties obstructing the 
peacemaking process. 

The Soviet Union and the Un- 
ited States have agi^ed to co- 
sponsor the conference but im- 
portant details, such as the U.N. 
role and Palestinian representa- 
tion, are still in dispute. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh, the first 
senior Soviet official to visit Israel 
since Moscow severed ties in 
1967, angered Israelis this week 
by refusing to rule out restrictions 
on Soviet Jewish emigration un- 
less Israel stopped building new 
settlements. 

Washington and Moscow have 
both said the new Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are an obstacle to 
peace. 

But shortly after Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh left for Cairo, Israeli televi- 
sion reported a government drive 
to link the settlements with Israel 
proper (see page 2). 

About 250,000 Soviet Jews 

(Continued on page 5) 


Disaster alert as fresh 
cyclone nears Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — A new cyclone 
headed towards Bangladesh 
Saturday as the calamity-tom na- 
tion struggled to cope with de- 
vastation from last week’s cyc- 
lone and a series of floods and 
rain-storms 

Dhaka weather office said it 
located a low depression in the 
Andaman Sea, 1,280 kilometres 
south of Chittagong, which “may 
or may not” hit the Bangladesh 
coast. 

Officials said the cyclone which 
ripped through the low-lying 
Asian state on April 29 came 
from the same area. 

“We don’t want to take any 
chances. We have told people to 
stay alert," said Abdur Rub 
Khan, a senior official m Chitta- 
gong. 

Altogether 138,868 people 
were killed by the 280 kilometre- 
per-hoor cyclone and a six-metre 
tidal wave, according to current 
figures, but Red Cross officials 
said the final toll could be 
200,000. 

Information Secretary Manzur- 
e-Mowla said the cyclone des- 
troyed 3,000 tonnes of standing 
crop over 738,000 hectares of 
agricultural land. 

Another official said floods en- 
gulfed at least 520 square 
kilometres of area in northeast Sy 
Ihet and Moulvi Bazar districts 
when six rivers burst (heir banks 
following heavy rains. Huge rice- 
fields and thousands of homes 
were inundated. 

Relief aid continued to arrive 
but disease threatened millions of 


survivors of last week's worst 
cyclone in the nation’s 20-year 
history. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, who returned to 
Dhaka on Friday after touring 
disaster areas for three days, 
warned against misuse of foreign 
relief. 

She also said she was shifting 
her office to Chittagong to super- 
vise relief work more closely. 

Voluntary agencies said di- 
arrhoea had broken out in 16 
coastal districts where people were 
drinking contaminated water. 
The government said it was send- 
ing more doctors to the area. 

Bangladesh’s health directo- 
rate said diarrhoea had killed 951 
people in 23 districts in the past 
two weeks. Most of the deaths, it 
said, were in cyclone-affected re- 
gions. 

Storms with 100 kph winds 
battered seven towns in northern 
and eastern Bangladesh on 
Thursday night, destroying hun- 
dreds of mud houses and uproot- 
ing trees and electric pylons. 

The floods in the northeast 
marooned more than 305,000 
people. Officials said Moulvi 
Bazar town, with a population of 
half a million, would be sub- 
merged by waters from the Manu 
River if there was more rain. 

Dhaka weather office said riv- 
ers ail over the country would 
continue to rise in next 24 hours 
because of heavy rains in the 
upper Himalayan region in the 
north. 





Perez de Cuellar: No U.N. 
force without council okay 


United nations <r* — 

U.N. Secretary -General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Friday that 
sending armed U.N. police to 
Iraq to protect Kurdish refugees 
would require Security Council 
action, whether or not Baghdad 
opposed the force. 

“In this case of the police 
presence, I cannot do it without 
the consent of the Iraqis and they 
have rejected it,” he told repor- 
ters. “For (me) to send any milit- 
ary presence a Security Council 
resolution is needed.” 

Mr. Perez de Cueliar indicated 
Resolution 688 on aid to Kurdish 
refugees was not sufficient to 
mandate an armed U.N. police 
force, whether Baghdad agreed 
to one or not. 

. “I am not entitled as secretary- 
general to send any armed per- 
sonnel to any region without the 
consent of the Security Council,” 
he said. “As secretary-general of 
the United Nations I know what 
we can do and what we cannot 
do.” 

Resolution 688 is often cited by 
U.S. British officials as authorisa- 
tion for the allied troops setting 
up “safe havens" in Iraq to aid 
Kurdish refugees as well as for a 
U.N. police force. U.N. legal 
experts have disagreed with both 
interpretations. 

Bat the U.N. chief urged “pati- 
ence,” saying there was a possi- 
bility the council still could set up 
an operation in northern Iraq. 


Algeria’s 
Islamists 
promise to try, 
expropriate 
former leaders 

ALGIERS (R) — The Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), Algeria's 
largest opposition party, has 
promised to prosecute former 
state officials and expropriate 
their property if it wins par- 
liamentary elections in June. 

Afi Belbadj, the radical fun- 
damentalist who is number two 
man in the FIS, said a FIS gov- 
ernment would use their property 
to help pay off Algeria's foreign 
debts. 

“We are going to bring in all 
the thieves and sell everything 
they own to pay off die debt. 
There will be no forgiveness to- 
wards them. They (ministers and 
army leaders) will be tried for 
killing and torturing Muslims,” 
he told a rally in the provincial 
town of Bh’da Friday evening. 

He said the prosecutions would 
cover leading government figures 
since Algeria’s independence in 
1962 and be specifically men- 
tioned former Interior Minister 
Hedi Khediri and retired army 
General Mohammad Attailia. 

Both men were m office during 
a government campaign against 
die underground Islamic move- 
ment in the 1980s and during the 
riots of October 1988, when more 
than 150 people were killed, 
mainly by the army. 

The president of the FIS, 
Abbasi Madani, told tbe same 
rally be still planned to organise a 
national strike to demand that 
President Chadli Benjedid resign, 
saying he was an obstacle to die 
political development of the 
country. 

“President Benjedid must be 
replaced. We do not want to 
replace him through a coup d'e- 
tat... but through a total strike 
where we will come out oo the 
streets and all economic activity 
will be paralysed,” be said. 

The crowds cried “enemy of 
God” in response, referring to 
the president. 

Hachemi Sahnouni, another 
FIS leader, said the front would 
take pan in the elections despite 
reservations about the govern- 
ment's will to make the voting 
free and fair. 


“The U.S. could explore another 
way, together with the French 
and British,” be said without 
exp laining further. 

Allied ambassadors have been 
reluctant to impose a U.N. police 
force on Iraq through a resolution 
because of reservations by the 
Soviet Union and China. But 
they expect these would be re- 
moved if Iraq consented to the 
force. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher said tbe United States 
wanted Iraq to reconsider its re- 
jection of the U.N. police force 
idea. 

He said U.N. Ambassador 
Thomas Pickering met with Iraqi 
envoy Abdul Amir A1 Anbari to 
explain “die importance of Iraqi 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions in this effort.” 

U.S. officials were hoping Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar's envoy for re- 
fugees in the region. Prince Sad- 
ruddin Aga Khan, would per- 
suade them to at least accept 
U.N. police protection for inter- 
national relief workers. He is 
meeting with Iraqi official at the 
weekend. 

“It doesn't really protect the 
Kurds enough but perhaps with 
enough international U.N. peo- 
ple on the scene their presence, 
would do the trick,” one U.S. 
official said. If so, a resolution or 
acceptance by council members 
would not be difficult. ' 

The secretary-general was also 


asked if the United Nations, 
which is to take over die allied 
refugee camps, could ensure tbe 
safety of the Kurds without a 
police force. 

“The real problem is that we 
want the Kurds to go to their 
homes, their houses and their 
villages,” he said, adding that 
some believed they would not 
feel secure without a military 
presence. 

“The United Nations is pre- 
pared to do everything, as we are 
doing everything. In order to pro- 
tect them and to help them. But if 
they don’t consider that the U.N. 
civilian presence is enough, what 
can we do?,” be asked. 

Secretary of States James Bak- 
er said Friday the United States 
would be willing to seek Security 
Council authorisation if that is 
the only way to get a U.N. police 
force to protect Kurdish refugees. 

He said the United States was. 
committed to relinquishing as* 
soon as possible to international 
relief and humanitarian groups 
the protective role now played by 
American troops in northern 
Iraq. 

“If tbe only way that is going to 
happen ... is through the mechan- 
ism of another resolution by the 
U.N. Security Council, I drink we 
should seek another resolution of 
tbe U.N. Security Council,” he 
told reporters after talks with 
German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscber. 


Former Afghan king 
unveils peace plan 


ROME (R) — The former king 
of Afghanistan has unveiled a 
detailed plan for replacing 12 
years of rivQ war in his homeland 
with fine elections and a par- 
liamentary system. 

. ‘It is for die Afghans to freely. 
decide on our country's future 
regime,” exiled monarch Zahir 
Shan told Renters at his villa in 
Rome, where he has lived since 
being deposed in a 1973 coup. 

The plan drawn up by the 
76-year-old former king, a sym- 
bol of legitimate authority for 
many Afghans, calk for setting 
up a committee of rebel Mujaha- 
deen commanders, politicians 
and other figures who live in 
Afghanistan and abrord. 

The committee would call an 
emergency Afghan Jirgah, or 
assembly of personalities, to cre- 
ate a temporary executive 
charged with making the peace 
and drafting a constitution. 

Mujahadeen guerrillas have 
been fighting the Kabul govern- 
ment since the Soviet Union sent 
troops in 1979 to prop op the 
government, Moscow withdrew 
troops a decade later. 

Under the plan, the executive 
would also prepare for holding 
under U.N. auspices a wider 
Loya Jirgah, the traditional 
Afghan assembly of tribal not- 
ables, which would work towards 
free elections and a parliamen- 
tary system. 

“I am convinced that, in line 
with the basic principles of Islam 
and our national traditions the 
majority of the people of Afgha- 
nistan will choose and support a 
democratic form of government,” 
Zahir Shah said in a rare inter- 
view. 

A source close to tbe former 
king said the plan had already 
been confidentially presented and 
positively received by* various 
parties and governments involved, 
in Afghan affairs. ‘ 

Diplomats say diminish ed U.S. 
and Soviet interest in fuelling the 
war, Saudi Arabian disenchant- 
ment with fundamentalist guerril- 
las who turned agains them over 
the Gulf war and warming rela- 
tions between Riyadh and Tehran, 
have combined to offer new op- 
tions. 

The king said he was ready to 
return to his country, even if it 
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Zahir M-h 

meant risking' his life. 

“As a patriot, I have pot my 
person and my life at the service 
of my people. My personal safety 
has never been a concern to me 
and is the least of my worries . 

“Returning to the homeland is 
however a strong urge shared by 
all Afghans. I have always put my 
trust in God and I shall return to 
my beloved country if the people 
of Afghanistan so decide,'' said 

Tahir Shah. 

A keen walker, die former king 
lives with his wife in a spacious 
villa set in rolling fields on 
Rome's northern outskirts, his 
borne guarded around the dock 
by paramilitary police. 

Tbe tall, white-haired Zahir 
Shah was deposed while on a visit 
to Rome to seek medical help for 
an eye complaint, from which be 
still suffers. Overall his health 
remains good. 

Some fandflnref i tyljiy fts fighting 
the government hi Kabul ,notab- 
ley the powerful Hezb-i Islami 
rebel group, oppose Zahir Shah’s 
return. 

To them the king, who rated 
for 40 years until Iris overthrow, 
represents the old feudal order 
which they want to replace with 
Islamic law. 

Asked if he was worried by last 
month’s capture of the eastern 
garrison town of Kbost by guerril- 
las, a serious setback for presi- 
dent Najibullah, the king said the 
victory was mainly due to local 
fighters. 

“Indeed they had learned from 
past experience the importance of 
improved coordination and coop- 
eration between different groups 
... they now realised that unity of 
action at operational level and 
taking their own decision are tbe 
main factors of success. 


Mashat Israel seeks closer ties 

hp with Jewish settlements 


says he 
retired 
to Canada 

TORONTO' (AP) — A for- 
mer Iraqi ambassador to the 
United States, whose im- 
migration to Canada has 
caused a furor, said he had 
doubts about Iraqi policies 
and decided to leave when 
the political “situation got so 
hot." 

. But Mohammad A1 
Mashat, 60, said Friday he 
was not threatened and was 
just looking for a place to. 
retire. 

He also told the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation he 
did not know anything about 
the “internal politics” sur-\ 
rounding the granting of 
permanent resident status 
March 27. 

Immigration Minister Ber- 
nard Val court, meanwhile, 
announced Friday in Win- 
nipeg that officials would 
work through the weekend to 
trace how the residency was 
granted without the know- 
ledge of senior officials. 

Tbe department’s findings- 
will be made public Tuesday, 
be said. 

Political opponents have 
criticised Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney’s govern- 
ment for the decision, saying 
an ambassador of Iraq should 
not have been accepted so 
easily. 

Mr. Mashat. who was fre- 
quently seen on U.S. televi- 
sion defending Iraq's takeov- 
er of Kuwait in the days 
before the outbreak of war, 
was awarded resident status 
as a financially independent 
retiree. 

In the interview on Friday, 
he was asked if the reason 
he'd decided not to return to , 
Iraq when recalled by Bagh- 
dad in mid-January just be- 1 
fore the war was ihat*be was 
afraid. 

“You know, I have for a 
long time been thinking ab- 
out retirement. I am not a 
young man,” he responded. 
“So when the situation got so 
hot, and when my country 
was in the process of destruc- 
tion ... I decided to end up 
my diplomatic career and 
start a new life with my 
family.” 

Asked if his life had been 
threatened, he said. “I ha- 
ven't had any threat — I had 
some reservations on some of 
the policies ... that's all.” 

He said he applied to 
Canada because he had vi- 
sited the country and liked 
the weather and the people. 
His whereabouts daring the 
interview were not disclosed. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment says it played no role in 
helping the former ambassa- 
dor sain admission to 


As a landed immigrant, 
Mr. Mashat is eligible for 
Canadian citizenship after 
three 'years. He bought a 
home in the Vancouver area 
and said he might consider 
working as an academic. 

“I will start a new life. I 
will read. I will write books 
maybe,” Mr. Mashat told 
(CBCy-from Vancouver. 

He chose Canada because 
he bad visited the country in 
1988 and liked tbe people and 
climate of its west coast. 

Canadian opposition party 
officials have said the ambas- 
sador received approval to 
enter Canada about five 
times faster than is the case 
for most foreigners seeking 
landed immigrant status. 

Mr. Mashat said he offered 
do information to intelligence 
services in Canada or the 
United States in exchange for 
speedy entry into Canada. 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
government has launched a drive 
to knit Jewish settlements in tbe 
occupied territories to Israel 
proper, Israel television re- 
ported. 

The report was broadcast on 
Friday night only hours after 
Soviet Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Bessmertnykh left Israel after 
.a visit during which be played 
down differences over tbe settle- 
ments. 

A television newsman, intro- 
ducing a story ou Jewish settle- 
ment, said a "great effort was 
underway to establish contiguity" 
between the settlements and die 
state of Israel, especially with tbe 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

Mr..Ressrautnykh, the highest 
Soviet official to visit the Jewish 
state, angered Israeli leaders with 
comments be made in Jordan 
Thursday in which he refused to 
rule out restrictions on Soviet* 
emigration to stop Israel building 
new settlements. 

About 250,000 Soviet Jews 
have moved to Israel since 1989 
when Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev eased curbs on their 
movements. 

In Israel, Mr. Bessmertnykh 
declined to comment on his ear- 
lier remarks and struck a concilia- 
tory note. “We agreed that no 
country would try to put pressure 
on any country in the (peace) 
process,” he said before leaving 
for Cairo. 

About 100,000 Jews have set- 
tled among the Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Left-wing parliamentarians say 
plans are afoot to double the 
Jewish population in tbe occupied 
territories in the next few years 
and building work has started to 
expand the settlements. 

Washington and Moscow, 
which both back land for peace as 
a basis for Middle East talks, 
view he settlements as obstacles 
to peace. Both also say Soviet 
immigrants should not go to tbe 
settlements. 

Israel says it will not direct the 


newcomers to the occupied terri- 
tories but there is do thing to stop , 
them moving there on their own 1 
initiative. Prime Minister Yitzhak 1 
Shamir has vowed never to give 
up an inch of territory. { 

An unidentified settler told . 
Israel television that his small 
community between Hebron and 
Israel was slated for dramatic 
growth. “We hope the new im- 
migrants will al«> come,” he said. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh also re- , 
framed from repeating his rejec- 
tion in Jordan of Israel’s precon- 
ditions to Moscow’s co-spon- 
sorship with the United States of 
a Middle East peace conference. 

Israel says ambassadors must 
be exchanged if Moscow wants to 
act as a sponsor, but Mr. Bess- 
mertnykh said only that diploma- 
tic ties, cut over the. 1967 war, 
would be resumed when condi- 
tions were right. The two coun- 
tries have consular relations. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh also, said 
that Soviet Jews emigrating to 
Israel might be allowed to retain 
their citizenship. 

~“I think this question deserves 

to be clarified seriously. Here we 
must restore or establish legal 
fairness,” Mr. Bes sm ertnykh said 
at the Ben-Gurion airport -near 
Tel Aviv, concluding his six-hour 
visit to the Jewish state. 

Some 400,000 Soviet Jews who 
have. emigrated to Israel since 
mass Jewish emigration began in 
1969, and thousands of others 
who left the Soviet Union for 
other countries on Israeli visas 
have been forced to relinquish 
their Soviet citizenship. 

Asked about the issue at tbe 
airport news . conference, Mr. 
Bessmertnykh said: 

“T can teQ you that the question 
you raised is now being actively 
analysed. I think it wil be re- 
solved in such a way that our 
citizens leaving for Israel would 
not feel themselves discrimin- 
ated, as compared with those 
leaving for other countries. So I , 
think fuU fairness will be restored : 
here.” 


Baghdad Observer signals 
shift in information policy 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq’s small band of English- 
language newspaper readers had 
a shock on Saturday: for the first 
time in more than 10 years, the 
Baghdad Observer failed to cany 
a cover picture of President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

A spokesman for the Informa- 
tion Ministry, which publishes the 
paper, said the absence of the 
president's picture — or even a 
story about him — reflected a 
new policy; such photos will be 
used only when news events merit 
them. 

It appears to be part of tbe 
government's pledge to create a 
more open and democratic socie- 
ty in Iraq in the wake of tbe Gulf 
war. 

The spokesman said the broad- 
sheet newspaper's front page had 
carried a picture of the prerident 
in every issue since -tbe start of 
the Iraq-Iran war in 1980. 

Tbe photos were often old, 
studio-type pictures of the presi- 
dent unrelated to any news event. 

Baghdad's Arabic-language 
newspapers, with much wider cir- 
culations, continued the old poli- 
cy, however. All carried photos 
and articles about tbe president. 

The main Arabic dailies con- 
tinued to devote large chunks of 
their front pages to President ! 
Saddam’s photographs under the 
policy introduced in 1980. , 

The front page of tbe pro- ! 
government Kurdish newspaper 1 
A1 Iraq had an old picture of a 
smiling Saddam dressed as a 
Kurd with snow-dad mountains 
in the background. 

President Saddam has tried to 
distance himself from day-to-day 
affairs in Iraq since the end of the 
Gulf war and post-war rebellions 
in the Kurdish north and mainly 
Shi’ite south. 


His new government, 
appointed in March with a re- 
forming brief, has begun to 
cautiously encourage criticism of 
officials and more debate in die 
media as part of plans to brin g 
democracy to Iraq. 

The only Arabic newspaper not 
to cany die obligatory Saddam 
photograph is Babil, launched six 
weeks ago by the preadent’s 
elder son Uday. It has adopted a 
similar line to the Baghdad 
Observer. 

The media still gives huge 
amounts of coverage to President 
Saddam. 

Nightly television news prog- 
rammes in the past two weeks 
have dwelt at Length on b is post- 
rebellion visits to the provinces. 

It was not dear whether the 
main Arabic dailies would follow 
tbe lead of Babil and Baghdad 
Observer. 

The English-language news- 
paper serves Iraq’s foreign com- 
munity, virtually non-existent 
with the dosnre of foreign com- 
panies and tbe departure of most 
diplomats after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Last August. 

Chinese engineers 
abducted in Pakistan 

HYDERABAD, Pakistan (R) — 
Bandits kidnapped three Chinese 
engineers at gunpoint Saturday 
from an electricity project in the 
southern Pakistani province of 
Sind, government officials and 
Chinese sources said. The 
Chinese were the second group of 
foreigners to be seized in Sind in 
eight weeks. Three Japanese stu- 
dents were kidnapped on March 
17 while on a rowing expedition 
I down tbe Indus River and held 
I for up to six weeks. i 
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Ethiopian president . 
names new cabinet, 
seeks to end civil war 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — Presi- 
dent Mengstu Haile Mariam has 
appointed a 20-member cabinet 
and instructed them to seek an a 
end to decades of cml war. 

Prime Minister Tesfaye Dinka, 
who proposed the new cabinet, 
said Thursday its top priority 
would be to end the fighting that 
has enveloped almost a third of 
this Horn of Africa nation. 

But Western diplomats, inter- 
viewed by telephone from Nairo- 
bi, said they saw little hope the 
cabinet changes would affect the 
course of die conflict. 

“That depends on what hap- 
pens at the peace talks in London 
later this month,” one diplomat 
said. 

Another diplomat thought tbe 
absence of hawks in the new 
cabinet might improve prospects 
for negotiations between die gov- 
ernment and three rebel groups. 

“But that depends on who the 
government sends to the negotia- 
tions,” be said. 

The envoys spoke on condition 
they not be identified further. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Herman Cohen is scheduled 
to mediate peace talks in London 
later this month between 
Ethiopia's government and the 
Tigrean, Eritrean and Orotno re- 
bels. 

Mr. Tesfaye, a moderate who 
previously served as foreign 
minister, was appointed by Col- 
onel Mengistu two weeks ago 
with instructions to form a new 
cabinet. 

His selections included mainly 
moderate technocrats. The new 
cabinet has eight fresh faces, in- 
cluding deputy prime ministers. 

Eight ministers in the previous 
cabinet retained their posts and 


four were given ne«r ones. 

The previous cabinet had 26 
members, including four deputy 
prime unmsteis. 

The Tigre People's liberation 
Front, which has sought Col. 
Mengjstu’s ouster since 1975, has 
seized two northwestern pro- 
vinces and parts of three others. 

Another insurgent group, the 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front, has pushed down the Red ’ 
Sea coast, threatening Assab, the 
only major port still in govern- 
ment hands. 

Tbe Eritreans have been fight- 
ing a 30-year war for tbe inde- 
pendence of their northernmost 
province of Eritrea, which they 
largely control. 

The Oromo Liberation Front, 
a small group, operates mainly 
across southern Ethiopia, but tbe 
major insurgencies have insisted 
on its inclusion in the peace talks. 

Sudan says 
rebels downed 
relief plane 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
rebels shot down a light plane 
carrying emergency supplies and 
banknotes to a town in so u thern 
Sudan, state-run Radio Omdur- 
man said Saturday. 

It quoted army sources as 
saying the Cessna was shot down 
by guerrillas of the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army on Friday. 

Tbe plane, belonging to the 
private firm Nile Safari, was on 
its way to Awiel, a town 960 
kilometres southwest of Khar^ 
tdum, with supplies of food” 
medicine and cash. 

The radio gave no of 

possible casualties. 
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82 


Tripoli (EN) 

Laroaca(CY) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

IW8 --- Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Lte4S Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Damascus, i jnwi»« (RJ) 

**3* : Dhahran (RJ) 

21:30 Aba Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

72-3 0 Bangkock. S ingapo re (RJ) 

mOQ .... Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 
Ifc25 Rome(AZ) 


Uppet/kmer price ia Os per kg.' 

580 / 500 

Banana (Mnkananar) .... 450/400 

Beans 520/450 

Broad beans 380 / 300 

S***«8F 130/ 90 

- 180/150 

Orrom b m (large) 180/130 

CngMnbc ss (smaB) 350/300 

25V 200 

Lemon .... — 280 / 220 

Iftfece(perone) 120/ 80 

120/80 

gmon (dry) 150/120 

170/120 

Y™* 6 — 260/220 

ftpper (sweet)... 180/120 

ISO / 100 


160/100 

5S£”“ 240/200 

SSL™ 450/350 

Tomatoes 350/300 

Watermelon ... wh-mh 




'p 


Home N 


ews 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY 12, 1991 


Committee to determine cause of 
crop destruction in Jordan Valley 


AMMAN (J.T) — A committee 
set up by Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran to examine the question 
of damage sustained by crops in 
the central Jordan Valley region, 
in' all its aspects, is due to con- 
vene Sunday under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Wi&hah, Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) secretary general. 

The committee, which groups 
representatives of -the minis tries 
erf water and irrigation, agricul- 
ture and health as well as the 
University of Jordan and the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS), is 
expected to discuss the issue in all 
its aspects and focus attention on 


the water allegedly polluted, the 
soil and the weather conditions in 
order to determine the cause of 
the damage to the crops, esti- 
mated at JD 60 million. 

Farmers have threatened to sue 
the government for the damage 
to their crops and Friday staged a 
protest march against three gov- 
ernment ministers and parlia- 
mentarians who foiled to attend a 
meeting to discuss the question as 
had been planned. 

The committee chairman, Or. 
Wish ah, said that he had toured 
the affected regions and found 
that serious damage was inflicteH 
on peaches, grapes and tomatoes 


and lesser degree damage to 
other crops. 

Experts called to give then- 
opinion on the situation express- 
ed conflicting interpretations of 
this phenomenon, with some of 
them attributing the damage to 
pests, others blaming the soil and 
others insisting that it was the 
quality of water used. Dr. Wish ah 
said. 

He said that it was th fo conflict 
of views that prompted the prime 
minister to set up an ad hoc 
committee to study the issue and 
to report to the government on its 
findings. 


Bakery workers warned to obtain 
valid work permits by Thursday 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Workers em- 
ployed by bakeries in Jordan 
have until this coming Thursday 
to settle their dues, in die form of 
fees for work permits required for 
every non-Jordanian worker to 
get employment in the Kingdom, 
according to Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Dughmi. 

'The Ministry of Labour is 
serious about ordering workers 
not complying with the Jordanian 
laws to leave the country if by the 
deadline they fail to have ac- 
quired the permits,’* the minister 
said at a meeting held at the 
governor’s office here. 

Owners of bakeries in Jordan 
have been dodging payment of 
the JD 100 required from each 
non-Jordanian in their employ- 
ment, and die non-Jordanian 
workers also refuse to pay. 

The Ministry of Labour be- 
lieves that nearly, 5000 foreign 
workers are currently employed 
in Jordan's 700 registered baker- 
ies. 

Out of 160,000 non-Jordanians 
employed in the country only 23 
per cent work illegally, according 
to a recent statistical bulletin 
issued by the Ministry of Labour. 


Those employed illegally in 
Jordan owe millions of dinar s in 
arrears to the Jordanian govern- 
ment. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
last month urged the Labour 
Ministry to try to find work for 
Jordanian job-seekers, who now 
number about 106,000, and to 
give priority in employment to 
Jordanians over the non- 
Jordanian workers. 

Ministry officials interviewed 
on Jordan Television last Thurs- 
day said that they had no alterna- 
tive but to apply the labour law, 
which now prohibits the employ- 
ment of non-Jordanians in a 
range of jobs, including work in 
bakeries. 

Mr. Dugfuni said at the meet- 
ing in Zarqa that owners of 
bakeries and other employers of 
non-Jordanian workers should 
cooperate with tire Ministry of 
Labour in order to help the job- 
seekers. 

Referring to the bakeries, Mr. 
Dughmi said his ministry had 
nothing to do with the bread 
prices. He said the Ministry of 
Supply only could change the 
bread prices and the issue had no 


relation with the non-Jordanians 
abiding by the law of the country. 

The minister said the Vocation- 
al Training Corporation (VTC) 
was opening new courses and 
centres to train job-seekers in 
various trades, including bakery 
work and truck driving. “From 
now on the Ministry of Labour 
wQl not issue work perauts for the 
non-Jordanian truckers because 
this occupation can easily be fil- 
led by the Jordanian drivers," the 
minister said. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
the minister was briefed by Zarqa 
Governor Mohammad A1 Shoba- 
ki on the labour market in the 
Zarqa region. 

Mr. Dughmi later opened an 
annual exhibition displaying pro- 
ducts of the Vocational Training 
Centres in the Zarqa region. 
These included wood work, de- 
cor, central heating, sanitation 
equipment, electric appliances, 
equipment for auto mechanics, 
electricity, building. 

The exhibition also displays 
products of 30 different com- 
panies and workshops in the gov- 
etnorate. 


Arab Cooperation Council 
will rise again, chief says 


By Run ^Sablmgh 

R&rter . 

AMMAN — The head of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) predicted on Saturday the 
moribund group would rise from 
the ashes of the Gulf war. 

'“Legally speaking, the ACC 
still exists," Secretary General 
Hflmi Nam mar, an Egyptian, told 
Reuters in an interview. 

• But Arab political sources 
ruled out. a quick recoveiy for the 
fledgling common market group- 
ing Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Ye- 
men, that was one of' the first 
casualties of the Gulf crisis. 

“The bloc's revival depends on 
what will happen in Iraq,” one of 
the sources said. “Frankly, I can- 
not see President Mubarak sitting 
at the same table with President 
Hussein and therefore the bloc 
will remain paralysed and could 
eventually die.” 

Mr. Namxnar said: “Certainly 
the Gulf crisis has frozen activi- 
ties until matters return to normal 


amOng the members. "But I do 
not believe there is any convh> 
tion in any of the four countries 
to withdraw from the council," be 
added. 

The ACC was formed in 
February 1989, aspiring to be- 
come an ecpnomic grouping serv- 
ing 80 million people. Politically, 
the four members never bad 
much in common and they gained 
few practical benefits from 29 
cooperation agreements. 

“We were about to start acting 
to implement these accords, bat 
the conditions which the member 
countries underwent did not 
aDow us to take any measures," 
'said Mr. Nanuner. 

Sitting under portraits of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
Egyptian President Hosxn Mubar- 
ak, King Hussein and Yemen’s 
President Ati Abdullah Saleh, 
Mr. Nammar said be and his 22 
employees had done little work 
since the Golf crisis erupted but 
they were still drawing their full 


salaries. 

ACC officials say lay-qffs 
might be necessary if the four 
'member states do not replenish 
die group’s coffeers by the end of 
the year. 

The political sources say each 
of the four countries, for one 
reason or another, would like to 
see the group revived. 

“Iraq will' use it as a gate 
through which it will gradually be 
readmitted into the Arab fold,” 
one said. 

“Jordan has always believed in 
Arab solidarity and the bloc will 
continue to give it a strong 
cushion to lean on and face any 
future Arab-Israeli develop- 
ments," be added. 

“The group could also become 
a nucleus for a future Arab bloc 
with Syria, Lebanon, any entity 
on the Israeli-held West Bank, 
Sudan and the five-nation Arab 
Maghreb Union — Libya, Alger- 
ia Tunisia, Morocco and Manrita- 


Jordan, Libya discuss 
cooperation in education 


AMMAN (Petra) — hfinister of 
Higher Education Saeed A1 Tal 
received Saturday a delegation 
representing a popular Libyan 
delegation currently visiting Jor- 
dan and with its mem- 

bers scopes of cooperation be- 
tween Jor danian and Libyans uni- 
ycrsitics. 

Dr. Tal welcomed Libya’s 
moves aimed at cons olidatin g 
joint Arab action and stressed 
Jordan’s keenness to enhance 
cooperation with Arab states for 
the best of the Arab peoples. 

The members of fife visiting 
delegation briefed Dr. Tal on th e 
nature of their mission in Jordan 
and voiced their support for offi- 
cial and. public Jord a ni an moves 
attempting to support Arab soli- 
darity. —■ mm 

They emphasised -that Libya 
was doing all it could to support 


Arab solidarity and pointed out 
that the Libyan government had 
recently opened its borders with 
Egypt and removed obstacles im- 
peding the transit of goods and 
travel of passengers. 

According to the delegation 
members, the Libyan govern- 
ment has issued a decision allow- 
ing tiie import of Jordanian in- 
dustrial and agricultural products 
by Libyan markets, without any 
adminis trative measures, in a bid 
to support the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. The Jordanian products 
wiD be completely exempt from 
all tariffs and taxes. 

The delegation members 
landed the democratic efimate 
prevailing in tbe Kingdom and 
measures taken by tile Jordanian 
government to facilitate the de- 
legation’s meeting with repre- 


sentatives of public establish- 
ments. 

The delegation also visited the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
where it was briefed by its presi- 
dent, Dr. Hani A1 Mulki, on the 
achievements and the aims of the 
society and its role in the transfer 
of technology. 

Dr. Malta called for enhancing 
scientific cooperation between 
Jordan and Libya and stressed 
that Jordan was keen on promot- 
ing and bolstering its relations 
-with all its Arab brethren. 

Tbe delegation also visited the 
Islamic Da’wa College, of the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, and were received by 
Dean of the College Dr. Raj eh 
A1 Kurdi, who briefed them on 
the various departments and its 
educational system. 


CSCC team goes shopping 


IMMAN (J.T.) — A two- 
aember team from the Civil Ser- 
■ice Consumer Corporation 
CSCC) left Amman Saturday for 

isits to Italy, Poland and Toni- 
ul expected to last ten days. 
The team, led by Radi Ibra- 
iim, secretary general of the 

riffibusoessesi these three coun- 
ties .to secure commodities 
ceded by the CSCC. 


Mohammad Abdulla, the. 
CSCC director, said last month 
that plans were drawn up to keep 
the. CSCC branches in Jordan’ 
■stocked with sufficient goods in* 
demand by the public so that the 
beneficiaries would not be forced 
to pay extra prices ebewhere. 

Government employees and 
their famiKesr' benefit from the 
CSCC branches which now total 
23. 


Mr. AbdnUat, who is accom- 
panying Mr. Ibrahim on his tour 
abroad, said that the CSCC sales 
during 1991 were expected to 
reach JD 24 million. 

' Tbe CSCC plans to open seven 
new branches from now until the 
end of 1991. These, according to 
Mr. Abdulla!, will be located at 
Maxj Al Hamam, Husop, South 
Shuaeh, Sahab, Ruseifa, Fubeis 
and the western Amman region.- 



Tlw multitape, a Jordanian innovation that wins two medals at the International Exhibition of 


Inventions in Geneva 


Jordanian honoured for 
innovation at Geneva fair 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
architect has invented reusable 
envelopes or multilopes, as he- 
calls then, for which he won 
the gold medal and the gold 
plated medal at the 19th inter- 
national exhibition of Inven- 
tions in Geneva making him 
the only inventor among the 
600 participating to win two 
prizes at the event held last 
April. 

Abdel Elah Malhas, a gradu- 
ate of the American University 
of Beirut (AUB) is the first 
Jordanian to ever participate in 
the exhibition held annually in 
Geneva. He invented an en- 
velope that is designed to be 
nsed four different times. 

Tbe original envelope has 
three lines on it, each indicat- 
ing a partition. When a person 
sends the letter he or she writes 
the address above tbe first line. 
Tbe recipient gets the letter, 
cuts above that line, thus re- 
moving the stamp and address 
and the envelope is as good as 
new, only slightly smaller. By 
reaching inside the now cut 
envelope one can poll out the 
next adhesive strip in order to 
close the envelope once again. 

Mr. Maihas said that the 
multilope has many benefits 
other than the obvious. The 
multilope offers conserving of 
the global natural resources by * 
120 per cent. The multilope 
also saves money by the same 
percentage,” “Mr. Malhas said, 
adding that once the multilope 


becomes international SO per 
cent of the profits will go to the 
needy children of the world. 

“I am grateful for many 
things that God has bestowed 
upon me and by inventing 
something to benefit the needy 
I feel I can show some appre- 
ciation to God. ” 

The sample multilopes have 
all been hand-made in Jordan. 
Their cost is slightly higher 
than that of envelope sold in 
Jordan, or they cost about 30 
fils each. Even without mecha- 
nising the process of making 
the multilopes, their cost re- 
mains lower than that of en- 
velopes of tiie same size sold in 
Europe, Mr. Malhas said. 

“I hope that we can mecha- 
nise the making of the multi- 
lope here in Jordan," Mr. 
Malh as said. 

Mr. Malhas received the 
gold medal, tbe prize of the 
World Intellectual Property 
Organization fWIPO) which is 
given to tbe best inventor from 
a developing country. The gold 
plated medal is given for tbe 
benefits of the invention. 

The president of the Council 
of State of the republic and 
canton of Geneva, Bernard 
Ziegler said that the multilope 
is an invention that touches 
every one, every day (Post 
offices in Geneva alone hand- 
led 1 million envelopes daily), 
and he considered tbe multi- 
lope the most important inven- 
tion be saw out of the 600 
others at the exhibition. 

According to Mr. Malhas 
■the coverage was excellent, as 


the Swiss, French and German 
television stations, two radio 
stations and six newspapers 
and magazines covered die 
event and highlighted tbe mul- 
tilope idea that was invented 
by a “Jordanian.” 

“Many people started to 
know more about Jordan be- 
cause in the section where I 
displayed my invention I put 
up large posters of the diffe- 
rent touristic areas in Jordan,” 
Mr. Malhas said, adding that 
he regretted not getting much 
appreciation for the multilope 
in the country that means the 
most to him. Jordan his home- 
land. 

A great deal of controversy 
surroundings tbe multilope and 
whether it is considered an 
invention remains to the seen. 

According to Mr. Malhas, 
the officer in charge of reg- 
istering patents for inventions 
at the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry did not consider the 
multilope an invention because 
it did not meet 'The criteria to 
be considered one and refused 
to register it as such. 

Dr. Abdullah Toukan at tbe 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology said that tbe idea 
of the multilope was original 
and that he had never seen 
anything like it before so if is 
by definition an invention. 

'To this day the multilope 
remains unregistered in my 
own country/’ Mr. Malhas 
said. “There have been no 
channels in their matter so far, 
and the contxovery remains un- 
resolved,” he added. 


Ministry will not be lenient towards 
violators of waste water law — Fariz 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Factory own- 
ers in Jordan have until tbe end of 
May to comply with regulations 
concerning the treatment of 
waste water coming out of their 
factories, and tbe ministry wfll 
not. be lenient towards violators 
after tins deadline, according to 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ziyad Fariz. 

Mr. Fariz said that his ministry 
trusted that the industrialists and 
owners of the factories, especially 
those located along the Zarqa 
River, would abide by regula- 
tions, which, among other things, 


the moment because of the severe 
damage the polluted water had 
caused to the agricultural pro- 
duce, be noted. “In the past 
years, the water did not cause so 
much ecological damage nor was 
the water so polluted because 
many factories had abided by the 
law,” said the minister. Only 38 
factories, 12 of which are located 
within the Zarqa River basin, 
have not yet abided by tiie regula- 
tions, the minister noted. 

The Council of Ministers last 
week set up a four-member min- 
isterial committee, (haired by 


tion could reach unprecedented 
.levels this summer. 

The minister blamed the situa- 
tion on tbe factories and plants 
along the Zarqa River, which, he 
said, feeds the reservoir behind 
the King Tala] Dam. 


require the installation i of special ■ Minister of Municipal and Rural 


equipment for the treatment of 
waste water so that it would not 
pollute the water flowing into the 
King Talal Dam. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the minister 
said that the factories had been 
informed of tbe required speci- 
fications and the instructions to 
follow to ensure that the water 
remained unpolluted. They were 
also required to refrain from 
dumping waste into the river. 

Tbe law is being enforced at 


Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Al Zaben, to con- 
duct a wide-scale study designed 
to find suitable sites for dumping 
refuse and to deal with the quality 
of water in the Zarqa River. 

Tbe creation of the committee 
came dose on the heels of a 
statement by Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Saad Hayel Serour 
who announced that the water of 
tbe King Talal Dam was polluted 
by boron and chemical substances 
and warned that the contamina- 


Iraqi oil flow 
to Jordan rises 


By P.V. Vfrekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is now 
receiving oil supplies from Iraq 
at around 37,000 to 40,000 
barrels a day, trucked daily to 
the Kingdom from its eastern 
neighbour, according to offi- 
cials and industry sources. 

“Iraqi oil supply to Jordan 
from Kirkuk fields has in- 
creased and it is only a matter 
of weeks before the quantity 
could be raised to (the pre- 
crisis level of) 50,000 or 60,000 
barrels a day if Jordan so de- 
sires," said a senior Iraqi 
source in Baghdad. 

Tbe source said oil loading 
facilities at the Kirkuk facility, 
known as Tripoli 1 (Tl) were 
fully operational after damages 
suffered during the Gulf war 
had been repaired. 

Jordanian officials con-' 
firmed that the daily flow of 
Iraqi oil to the Kingdom bad 
risen from 22,000 barrels two 
weeks ago, but did not give any 
specific figure for the current 
supply. 

There is a dramatic rise in 
the number of oil tankers cros- 
sing the Iraqi-Jordanian bor- 
der. but the tankers are of 
various shapes and sizes, mak- 
ing it difficult to make an 
accurate assessment of the 
quantity of the oil flow. But 
industry sources put the figure 
at 37,000 to 40,000 barrels per 
day. 

Jordan’s oil imports from 
Iraq represent Baghdad’s re- 
payment of debts to Amman 
incurred prior to Iraq's takeov- 
er of Kuwait which brought 
about the imposition of inter- 
national trade sanctions 
against Iraq. The agreement to 
take oil in lieu of cash was also 
made prior to the invasion, and 
thus the sanctions are not ap- 
plicable to the Kingdom's oil 
imports from Iraq, internation- 
al legal experts say. 

The resumption of near pre- 
crisis level supply of oil from 
Iraq to Jordan comes at a most 
opportune time for the King- 
dom, which has to draw from 
its foreign exchange reserves to 
be up to date with its servicing 
of foreign debts for the year 
1990 before rescheduling pay- 
ments due in 1991 and 1992. 

During the two and 'a half 
months of suspension in Iraqi 
ofi exports to Jordan, the King- 
dom had to draw from its 
reserves to pay for alternate oil 


purchases from Syria and Ye- 
men. 

“We were forced to draw 
from the reserves to pay for 
part of the oil purchases,” said 
a senior official. But he de- 
clined to give figures and also 
refrained from commenting on 
whether Jordan had made bar- 
ter arrangements with Syria or 
Yemen. 

No officials from the Minis- 
try of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources were immediately 
available for comment. 

The daily consumption in 
Jordan prior to the eruption of 
the Gulf crisis in August was 
around 50,000 barrels per day. ( 
But the influx of hundreds of 1 
thousands of expatriates and 
refugees from Kuwait and Iraq 
raised the consumption level to 
65,000 barrels per day in subse- 
quent months. The figure also 
represented a seasonal in- 
crease in the use of heating fuel 
during the winter months. 

Conservation measures 
adopted since then have re- 
duced the consumption by ab- 
out 30 per cent, officials have 
said. 

Jordan’s import of oil from 
Iraq was one of the issues 
touched by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) during 
last week’s meetings on the 
Kingdom’s economic restruc- 
turing programme, highly in- 
formed sources said. 

“They asked for a clear 
accounting of Iraq’s debts to 
Jordan,” said one of the 
sources. “They also wanted to 
price Iraqi oil exports to Jor- 
dan at a more realistic rate 
than tiie present concessionary 
rate,” added the source. 

Under the pre-crisis agree- 
ment, Iraq supplies oil to Jor- 
dan at $16.4 a barrel regardless 
of international market prices, 
which, at one point during the 
run-up to the GnU war in 
January, hit as modi as $40 a 
barrel. Present prices are in the 
region of $20 per barrel. 

But, tiie source said, the 
issue of Iraqi oil supply to 
Jordan or its price was not any 
hurdle in reaching agreement 
between the IMF and the gov- 
ernment. "They (the IMF) 
know that in view of the pre- 
sent situation of Jordan, any 
imposition of further burdens, 
superficial or otherwise, will 
only hamper the restructuring 
programme,'' the source 
added. 


OIC meeting debated reports 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Plan- 
ning Dr. Safwan Tonqan re- 
turned home from Istanbul, Tur- 
key, after leading Jordan’s de- 
legation at the meeting of the 
follow-up committee of foe Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference's 
(OIC) economic and commercial 
cooperation permanent commit- 
tee convened there on May 7. 

Dr. Touqan said tiie committee 


had discussed several reports, 
one prepared by the OIC General 
Secretariat, on the achievements 
of the OIC and its role in enhanc- 
ing economic cooperation among 
member states. 

Dr. Touqan added tbat the 
committee had discussed another 
report by the general secretariat 
dealing with tiie OIC member 
states preferential treatment sys- 
tem 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

* 

EXHIBITION 

$ Art exhibition by Nazir Ismail at the French Cultural Centre. 
h E x h ib i tion of et ching s, lethographs and monoprints, by 

Ahmad Nawash and Yasser Duwdk at Abdul Hameed Sboman 

Foundation (10 a.m — 5 p.m.j 
☆ Exhfotoon of Arab cahigraphy at the University of Jordan. 
^ «sUMtiou by Jordanian artists Ziad Al Momani, 

Jawad Hatamk h aid Sudan Al Kofahi at Yarmonk Universi- 
ty. 

& Exhi bition of pa inting s and handicrafts by Jordanian artist 
J amfla h Saleh at Mu’ta University. 

” ™°° anbrokkrfes > knit wear, artificial flowers and 
wood work by deaf students at Queen Aha Centre for tbe 
turning Impaired, Zarqa. 


eme J 

L SWISS CENTRE 

% A TOUCH OF CLASS V 

E8 veme 

Aelpi bar ^ 

Garaen grill J 


NOW OPEN F OR LUNCH & PINNER 

Jabel amman, off 1st circle, opposite Spanish Cultural Centre 

For reservation call 638212 
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News below headlines 

THE MINISTRY of Education is making headlines these 
days. Naturally it is attracting attention of the public as well 
as the press. The news below the headlines, however, did not 
start with the recent massive reshuffle of personnel at the 
ministry or with the new guidelines and rules on parental 
attendance of their children’s school social activities. The 
problem of education is indeed bigger and broader than the 
latest develop meats, important as they may be. The real 
Issues of education go back to several years and touch upon 
the core of educational policy in the country. In fact they can 
be traced back to the perennial lack of a coherent and steady 
course that has enjoyed support across the spectrum of the 
Jordanian society. 

It is unfortunate that our educational polity — or rather 
policies — have fluctuated from year to year on bases that 
appear to have also changed from one minister to another. 
In the process, the country has been deprived of an 
evolutionary policy that is free of arbitrary fluctuations 
unrelated to the overall objectives of an enlightened, moral 
and progressive elementary and secondary education. There 
is a pressing need, therefore, to save our schools and pupils 
from the whims and prejudices of any person or group of 
persons who may not enjoy the overwhelming support of 
parents and children alike. 

Against the backdrop of recent tumblings in educational 
polity and practices, such an overriding objective has become 
a high priority issue that awaits urgent rectification. One 
way to address this crisis is to re-energise the grating 
National Board of Education by entrusting it with an 
expanded mandate to include the review of our educational 
tine and draw a blueprint for its restructuring. As things 
stand now, the 18-member board confines its deliberations 
to subjects that do not really matter. In the same vein, the 
two houses of Parliament would also be invifld to enhance 
the mandate of their existing education committees in order 
to facilita te a more thorough debate of the core issues 
affecting their work. Moreover the board and the parlia- 
ment committees need to be more broadly constituted so 
that they reflect more faithfully the wide spectrum of 
opinion in the country. Through this, and other positive 
steps, a genuine national process of educational develop- 
ment can be started. Otherwise, education polity in Jordan 
would remain a victim of whimsical decisions and lobbying 
of various political groups. 

Jordan prides itself in the fact that it is a centrist country 
that enjoys international support for its moderation and 
reasonableness. This status and image of the Kingdom 
stands to sustain considerable damage if extremist ideas are 
allowed to take root Our educators should address more 
fundamental problems and challenges confrontmg the 
students population instead of making an issue of subjects 
that are of marginal relevance to true and healthy educa- 
tion. With unemployment rampant in the country and more 
than half of Jordanians are in the student bracket, the 
Ministry of Education is better off devising and working mi 
remedies and solutions than it is banning fathers from 
watching their daughters compete in school sports. Even 
more vital is to articulate a policy that aims at preparing our 
future generations to be good and productive citizens rather 
than condition them to attain ephemeral political guns. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

The Middle East question is a direct result of Israel's a gg ression 
on the Arab Nation and its occupation of Palestinian land for 
which numerous U.N. Security Council resolutions have been 
passed in order to achieve peace, said A1 Ra'i daily Saturday. The 
Israeli aggression is the oldest issue in the files of the United 
Nations and still it is not solved despite the resolutions and the 
realisation of the world community of the grave injustice that had 
befallen the Palestinian people, the paper added. For their part, 
the Arab countries have been calling for a peaceful settlement, 
and the exchange of land for peace to no avail, die paper noted. 
All Arab countries — those which backed the U.S.-led alliance 
against Iraq and those which remained neutral — have supported 
the U.N. Security Council resolutions that ordered Iraq to poll 
out its forces from Kuwait, and they did that out of a belief that all 
Security Council resolutions should be respected by ah nations, 
the paper noted. It said that it is the right of all these Arab states 
to demand that U.N. resolutions on the Middle East question and 
the Palestine problem be implemented and it is the right of the 
Arabs to be awarded with the implementation of Security Council 
resolution 242 and 338 and not punished by the alliance. The 
paper said the western countries would be displaying their 
betrayal not only of their allies, but also the very principles of the 
United Nations, if the present state of affairs persists, and if the 
Zionists are allowed to maintain their aggression on Arab land. 

The initial outcome of a tonr by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Alexander Bessmertnykh of the region point to the fact that Israel 
is the only intransigent party in the Middle East conflict and it is 
Israel which continues to place obstacles in the path of a 
settlement to the Palestine problem, said A! Dostonr dally 
Saturdy. One can see that the Soviet minister's talks in Damascus 
and Amman had centered on the need to implement U.N. 
Security Council resolutions so that peace can be achieved; but 
Israel shifted the talks towards its own interests, said the paper. 
The Israelis discussed the restoration of Soviet relations and 
avoided any mention of the pressing questions which include the 
Jewish settlements, nor did they refer to the prospect of an Israeli 
pud-out. the paper noted. In the Arab side, said the paper, the 
Soviet minister beard a candid talk about peace based on the 
international legitimacy, and Israel's withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab land. Indeed. Moscow's involvement in the peace 
making process side by side with the United States is very 
important specially as the US secretary of state is making ready 
for yet another tour of the region, the paper added. It said if 
Washington and Moscow join bands in seeking a settlement, 
hopes will rise in the hearts of the people of the world that the 
world community is after all, determined to see justice and peace 
established in this region. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed AJ Fanek 


do before the dust settles 



IN the third month after the end of the Gulf war. it is evident that 
the dust has not settled yet, and may not settle for many months 
to come. After finishing wirh the announced and agreed agenda, 
time has come for the hidden agendas. 

Turkey would like to use the Kurds to seize the oil rich north of 
Iraq as its prize for cooperating with America in defeating Iraq. 

Iran would like to install a puppet Shi'ite government in tbe 
southern part of Iraq, and put the holy places under its control, as 
its prize for being neutral in the war against Iraq. 

Britain would like to recover at least part of its colonial 
privileges in Kuwait and elsewhere in the oil rich Gulf sheikhdoms 
as its prize for active participation in the war against Iraq. 

Israel would like to cash-in for keeping its mouth shut while the 
coalition was fighting its war against Iraq, to enjoy its military 
superiority by going public with its intention to annex the West 
Bank, to accomplish its still hidden agenda of destroying Syria, at 
least out of caution against possible changes. 

The United States won the war but has no plan for peace in the 
face of an persistent Israeli defiance. It is not sure what to do with 
its unchallenged power in the area, and whether its interests will 
be better served by a fragmented and unstable Iraq. 

Egypt is keeping silent, as if it has no responsibility for what is 
taking place in Iraq, at least after its withdrawal from Kuwait and 
acceptance of all the thirteen resolutions taken by the internation- 
al Security Council. 

Kuwait is hardly an independent state. All important decisions 
regarding the present and the future difficulties are left to the 
United States. 


Iraq was devastated beyond imagination. The only bands 
extended are full of knives and explosives. Iran and Turkey are 
hoping to help themselves into Iraqi territories, while America is 
blockading Iraq and preventing its central government from 
acting swiftly to safeguard its territorial integrity. 

The PLO is struggling for survival. It lost international and 
Arab political and financial support. Its only stock in trade is the 
continued approval of its own people who can do little under die 
occupation of Israel and much less under suppression of Gulf 
states. 

Jordan is rather depressed and bewildered. It does not like 
what is going on. Although Jordan formally rejected the 
annexation of Kuwait, it adhered to the U.N. resolutions and 
sanctions. Yet Jordan is blamed for not joining the American-led 
coalition. Tbe Jordanian people are blamed for speaking out and 
acting as an Arab people, when another Arab people was 
subjected to destruction. Jordan has nothing to apologise for, yet 
it does not want to be isolated by-passed politically, or punished 
financially and economically, or criticised in tbe Americanised 
media apparatus. 

How things will finally settle is everybody's guess. The only 
sure thing is that the Middle East, or Jhe Arab World, will never 
be the same again. A new Arab order or disorder is in the making. 

When emotions calm down and history is written, Jordan will 
get high marks for its honest stance against war and foreign 
intervention, and for choosing principles over interest. Jordan will 
then be praised for its democracy, free economy, denouncing 
terrorism and promoting peace and stability. But until historians 


take, over, foreign and Arab politicians will have inflicted lots of 
damage. Therefore, Jordan must act,, and the following, steps, 
should be considered. ... 

‘ — Consolidation of democracy arid pluralism through early 
approval of tbe National Charter and issuance of a new liberal law 
for political parties and parliamentary elections. . 

— Closer relations with Europe and Japan, being the only 
possible sources of political and financial support, while Gulf 
states take a negative attitude. 

— More political visibility in tbe Ajrab and international arenas. 
When some governments block our way.we should extend our 
channels directly to the people. We should be the advocates of 
democracy in the Arab World, and of peace and stability in the 
international circles. ... 

— Jordan should become more active in Palestinian question. 
With at least 40 per cent of its population being of Pales tinian 
origin, and beuigihe only place that Palestinians in the Gulf states 
look for as a protector and refuge of last resort, and with its land 
as a target for the Israeli plan of transfer, Jordan cannot keep a 
low profile and watch developments, simply to avoid accusations 
of undermining the status of PLO as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

— We should make np our mind on whether a new cabinet and a 
new parliament are needed for the coming stage, or whether the 
current two branches Of government can carry on and lead Jordan 
through tbe explosive minefield to trie safe shore. 

In general, Jordan should not just sit down to wait and see. It 
should move to die offensive, be more dynamic, and take 
calculated risks. 


242 dent 





more than Sinai 


By Shimon Sbetreet 


AFTER the Gulf war and the 
visits by Secretary of State Baker, 
energetic discussions began on 
the political level on methods of 
solving the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
on the basis of Camp David and 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The Likud government and its 
spokesmen have, in recent 
-.weeks, girded themselves to pre- 
sent their stand on the future of 
territories. One of the main 
spokesmen fo the Likud, who 
articulates his positions both in 
Israel and abroad in articles and 
interviews, is MK Binyamin 
(Benny) Begin. 

A central argument voiced by 
Begin, relying on Prof. Eugene 
Rostow, a prominent legal perso- 
nality in the U.S.. is that Israel, 
by evacuating Sinai, has already 
carried out the principle con- 
tained in Resolution 242 concern- 
ing withdrawal of Israeli armed 
forces from territories conquered 
by it in the six day war. Therefore 
there is no justification for de- 
manding additional territorial 
concessions from Israel to imple- 


ment 242. 

From the Likud's viewpoint, 
this claim has a certain attraction, 
since it garbs in apparently solid 
legal raiment the basic political 
thesis seemingly at the root of 
Menachem Begin's conception by 
which he would sacrifice all Sinai 
and in return could retain control 
of the West Bank and Gaza, and 
perhaps also the Golan Heights. 

If this argument represents 
simply “the first line of defence,” 
which a wise and astute advocate 
puts forward to afford himself the 
possibility of retreating to a 
second line of defence, then I 
have no problem with Begin. It 
is. after all. in the nature of the 
conflict to present certain argu- 
ments with the inrention of trying 
to persuade by the use of alterna- 
tive arguments, even if they are 
not all strong and convincing. 

However, if Begin truly and 
sincerely believes this to be the 
meaning of Resolution 242. and 
that his position is a final stand 
amounting to a s ‘ne qua non, 
then it is doubtful whether it will 
stand the test of bilateral or 
multilateral negotiations con- 
ducted between Israel, the 
Palestinians and the Arab states. 


with American, and perhaps Rus- 
sian, participation. 

It doesn't take a superior 
lawyer or an experienced states 
man to understand that tbe claim 
that 242 calls for withdrawal 
“from territories" (and not 
territories) does not justify re- 
treating from only one sector. 
Since several countries are in- 
volved, as well as several sectors, 
it would be unreasonable to 
assume that the drafters of Re- 
solution 242, or someone now 
interpreting it, would connect 
what happens in one sector with 
what happens in another. 

It is inconceivable that Jordan 
or the Palestinians would accept 
the argument that conceding 
Sinai meant carrying out the prin- 
ciple of withdrawal from territor- 
ies also vis-a-vis tbe West Bank, 
and that evacuating Sinai meant 
also actualising that principle 
with regard to the Syrian sector.’. 

It is now being said that the 
principle of withdrawal from ter- 
ritories embodied in 242 relates 
to a withdrawal whose scope was 
not determined (according to the 
interpretation accepted by Israel) 
in all sectors. 

Therefore, it would be better 


for Likud spokesmen and Begin 
to recheck their argument thor- 
oughly and not base their claims 
too firmly on an approach that 
will have difficulty gaining sup- 
port in international public opin- 
ion and among neutral observers 
of the conflict — not to mention 
the potential partners in negotia- 
tions, namely the Arab states and 
Palestinians. 

Even according ro tbe alterna- 
tive interpretation, it is stil possi- 
ble to post a withdrawal from 
territories which would leave de- 
fensible borders and ensure the 
security interests of the state of 
Israel. 

That has been the line followed 
by every government of Israel. 
This is also my personal position. 
Forthis goal, however, there is no 
need to base oneself on a hard, 
rigorous interpretation claiming 
that withdrawal from a single 
sector, Sinai, already represents 
the full realisation of the principle 
of withdrawal from territories. 

The writer, a Labour member of 
Israeli Knesset , is a professor of 
law. The article is reprinted from 
the Jerusalem Post. 


A new international order? 


Francisco Rezek 

The writer is the minister of 
foreign affairs of Brazil. The arti- 
cle is reprinted from tbe 
Belgrade-based Review of Inter- 
national Affairs. 

THE TIMES we live in are 
marked by deep transformations 
bringing existential changes to 
many. The key question is: will 
we be a pale replica of history or, 
on the contrary, capable of 
affirming the mocb-laaded mod- 
ern tendencies and taking advan- 
tage of the prospects opening up 
before us and creating a world of 
greater prosperity and solidarity 
and, in that world, a better Bra- 
zil. 

The Greco-Roman heritage 
has enriched western civilization. 

In a ret r ospect i ve vision, the 
accumulated achievements are a 
matter of pride, while at the same 
time tbe collective memory is 
shrouded in black. Tbe extraor- 
dinary progress of human 
thought, art and science did not 
suffice to prevent tbe stockpiling 
of an arsenal that fed confronta- 
tion, attempts to impose bege- 
moy and disagreements among 
people and nations. 

. Tbe Renaissance that inaugu- 
rated the modern epoch by plac- 
ing man and his ideas of the 
human community in the fore- 
front; the enlightening dream of 
republican ideas that had so great 
an influence on America's inde- 
pendence, on France's revolu- 
tion, on our appeal from Iptran- 
ga: the Romantic nationalism 
that produced Italian and Ger- 
man unification; the modernising 
impulses of the industrial revolu- 
tion that changed thoroughly the 
course of modern history — all of 
this together brought about the 
present outstanding advancement 
of technology while simul- 
taneously increasing the differ- 
ences between rich and poor. 
These have further been exacer- 
bated by the extreme politicisa- 
tion of international relations as 
tbe consequence of two world 
wars and the bipolar structure of 
world power, ideological and 
Pharisee-like at the political level 


and discriminatory and protec- 
tionist in the economic sphere. 

The interests of states and the 
desire for individual leadership 
have set the course of history. It 
is no wonder that Heidegger, 
causing considerable surprise, re- 
gretted tbe "forgetting of man» as 
a factor and tbe primary objective 
of human evolution. 

Today, at the dose of an epoch 
that knew bow to build and bow 
to destroy, wc. again see tbe 
rehabilitating winds of our hopes. 
Bat we have already learned that 
progress is not forged on the 
inertia of historical events. 
Evolution calls for a majority 
political will to bring man back to 
tbe centre of bisotrical happen- 
ings; it calls for a joint effort to 
surmount the most vital collective 
problems while producing a new 
ethnic and transforming the com- 
munity of nations into a centre of 
solidarity and quality control of 
our own actions. 

Many of the prospects now 
opening before us for peace and 
understanding among nations can 
be summed up in tbe cessation of 
the Cold War, in tbe disappear- 
ance of the Berlin Wall and the 
wave of democratisation spread- 
ing across Latin America and 
liberating Eastern Europe. This is 
the achievement of a generation 
that set itself tbe goal of impro- 
ving the life style of a world 
threatened many times over by 
universal devastation. 

We cannot boast that the im- 
provement in relations between 
the goods and capital we possess, 
the unimaginable advancement of 
science and technology, the 
shortening of geographic dis- 
tances and the cultural ties among 
countries offer proof of new times 
and new positive attainments at 
tbe Service of the whole world. 
The dynamic centre of this post- 
industrial revolution seems not to 
want ft to be spread around tbe 
world as though the attainments 
of the human arind need never be 
the heritage of us all. 

Tbe horizons opening before 
tbe inunau race are the product of 
changes that have led to disarma- 
ment and cessation of ideological 
confrontations, to tbe multiplica- 


tion of factors on the world scene 
and to universality in internation- 
al relations. In today's democra- 
cy, we need to affirm the interests 
of minorities and freely- 
expressed legitimate confirma- 
tion of real national sovereignty 
and the political will of citizens. 

Civil society, in its everyday 
manifestations on the streets of 
our cities, at universities, in par- 
liaments, in courts and in die 
press, was the first to rebel 
against tbe dangers of a nuclear 
holocaust and die mnaoants of 
the arms race. It did so in an 
attempt to affirm human rights, 
raise its voice against tbe denial 
of freedoms, protest against so- 
cial injustices, revolt against tbe 
destruction of tbe human en- 
vironment, protest against 
ideological Pharisce-tsm and the 
forgetting of man. 

At international level, the 
modern revolution will be consu- 
mated when tbe majority interest 
transcends the interests of states 
and blocs. On this plane, the 
multipolarity of decision-making 
centres in contrast to the bipolar 
structure of power, and deliver- 
ance from regional conflicts, re- 
flect the termination of con- 
frontation between East and 
West. On the other hand, the 
growing universality of economy 
intimates that international secur- 
ity will either be collective or it 
will not be at all. By the same 
token, economic liberalism will 
be confirmed as a general prac- 
tice, without discrimination and 
protectionism, or, if not, it wfll 
become an ordinary mask to con- 
ceal retention of the old ways in 
the differences between North 
and South. 

Tbe end of the Cold War dis- 
courages confrontation on geopo- 
litical and geostrategic grounds 
and we pass from ideological 
confrontation to political dia- 
logue stimulating international 
interaction. Today it is possible to 
imagine tbe world now having to 
replace East-West confrontation 
with a confrontation between 
prosperity and economic 
backwardness-struggle between 
efficiency and development- 
efforts, between the big powers 
and a weak periphery. 


Conflicts which have for de- 
cades caused fear on tbe political 
scene cannot be attributed only to 
the bipolar power structure, just 
as the evils of underdevelopment 
cannot be ascribed solely to the 
existence of a post-industrial 
world. It would be even less just 
to say the problem confronted by 
peoples that have just emanci- 
pated themselves from authorita- 
rian regimes are due to tbe great 
achievements of democratic 
societies. But there is no doubt 
(hat in building a modem life in 
the 21st century, joint efforts by 
all countries in a spirit of solidar- 
ity wifi contribute to international 
security, the spread of prosperity 
and consolidation of democratic 
values. 

A new international order can 
have shortcomings by the simple 
reason of being an order in a 
period inevitably provocative and 
revolutionary but ft cannot have 
them by the feet of being interna- 
tional. If that were not the case, it 
coukl not be a new international 
order. 

For countries like Brazil the 
option is clear. The modem 
world begins with modern 
societies. Modernity is more a 
work and labour ethnic than it is 
performance or results. Our re* 
democratisation effort confirms 
our political dignity. We have the 
best possibilities for passing good 
laws, for managing toe interests 
of nations, since the power we 
hold was constituted by the will of 
the people. However, we are only 
at tbe beginning of reconstructing 
and building the country, mean- 
ing that we are just at the begin- 
ning of affirming our national 
dignity. 

Our future depends on our 
ability to work, proven in particu- 
larly dark periods of Brazilian 
history-, it depends on our ability 
to understand priority problems, 
on our ability to promote better 
mutual understanding among the 
world’s nations, and it particular- 
ly depends on oar ability to bring 
to this country the nucleus of 
great world transformations 
through which we would protect 
and pursue our own interests. 

The future should be ours, if 
that if that is what we want 


A Malay view: 
Muslims miss 
the real issues 

By Michael Richardson 


KUALA LUMPUR — In an 
unusually outspoken criticism 
from within the Islamic commun- 
ity, Anwar Ibrahim, the Malay- 
sian finance minister, has said 
that many Muslims around the 
world are marginalised, self-de- 
luded and living with the outmod- 
ed bogeymen of the West and the 
United States. 

“Instead of talking about hun- 
ger and poverty, there are Mus- 
lim countries talking about the 
application of Sharia law when 
people are dying of hunger,” Mr. 
Anwar said in an interview with 
the International Herald Tri- 
bune. Sharia is tbe legal code of 
Islam. 

“This is not Islam,” he added. 
“This is just one way of escapism 
so that people don’t talk about 
social and economic issues, hun- 
ger, poverty, corruption or mis- 
management. Or the fact that 
billions of dollars are spent on 
arms and military equipment.” 
He said Muslims and Muslim 
nations could no longer afford to 
be misled by extremism if they 
wanted to improve living condi- 
tions, modernise and compete on 
an equal footing with the West. 

Mr. Anwar, a 43-year-old 
Malay Muslim who many political 
analysts see as a future prime 
minister, said Muslim, as well as 
Western, countries had ignored 
“all the excesses you can think 
of' in Iraq for many years be- 
cause “they thought that Saddam 
was the saviour of the Arabs 
when he fought the Iranians.”- 
He said that the sooner Sad- 
dam Hussein was removed from 
power by the Iraqi people the 
belter. “But knowing a system 
that is authoritarian, dictatorial 
and run by military and paramilit- 
ary outfits, I feel helpless to say 
how," he said. 

Mr. Anwar added that the Ira- 
qi invasion of Kuwait should 
reach Muslims a lesson. 

“We have got to stop playing 
up the bogey of imperialism or 
the West or America, and 
address real central issues con- 
fronting Muslim societies,” he 
said. 

Those issues, he said, included 
better education for women as 
well as men. equality of the sexes, 
the gap between rich and poor, 
employment opportunities for 
women, lack of basic freedom 
and tolerance, and disregard for 
human rights. 

Mr. Anwar, who represents the 
moderate face of Islam that has 
played a key role in the successful 
economic development of 
Malaysia and Indonesia, told an 
international conference of Isla- 
mic scholars and intellectuals that 
ended May 5 that he deplored 
disunity, hypocrisy, greed and 
oppression among Muslim coun- 
tries. 

He said that if the more than 40 
Muslim nations had opposed the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, “prob- 
ably the tragic consequences 
could have been averted.” 

Mr. Anwar said a sectarian 
impulse in the Muslim commun- 
ity had “created innumerable 
pockets of false loyalties." 

He added, “Our narrow inter- 
pretation of Islam has resulted in 
our seclusion from the rest of the 
world.” 

Muslims, he said, are marginal- 
ised , adding that unless they 
accept the reality of a pluralistic 


world, they will continue to t 
excluded from “the advance 
technological society'’ of th 
West and Japan. 

For Malaysia, the Gulf war w: 
unwelcome for many reasons, tv 
least because it pitted Muslii 
against Muslim, reinforcing a 
image that many in the West hat 
of Islam as a retrogressive fora 
Political opponents o 
Malaysia's multiracial coalitio 
government led by a Muslii 
'prime minister, Mahathir Bii 
Mohammad, many of them fron 
the country's Muslim majority 
condemned his administration fc 
voting in the United Natioi 
Security Council for a resolutio 
that authorised use of force t 
evict Iraq from Kuwait. 

Leaders of the opposition Pax 
Malayan Islamic Party, whic 
wants to change Malaysia from 
secular to an Islamic state, calle 
for volunteers to fight for Mj 
H ussein. And the ILLS. State De 
partment issued a travel advisor 
warning Americans to be careft 
when visiting Malaysia. 

Analysts said these develop 
merits had cast a shadow ove 
Malaysia’s impressive economi 
achievements. The country's ecc 
nomy grew by nearly 10 per cen 
in 1990, after adjustment for in 
flation. Growth was well above ! 
per cent in both 1988 and 1989 
and another strong performana 
has been forecast for 1991. 

But fallout from the Gulf wa 
raised fears that foreign invest 
ment. which has powerec 
Malaysia's rapid growth, mjgfa 
no longer be welcome. 

Malaysian officials are no * 
reassuring investors and banker 
that the pace of economic liber 
alisation will be stepped up, no 
slowed. 

In an interview, Mr. Anwa 
said Malaysia was one of very fcv 
countries with a majority Muslin 
population that supported tb< 
U.N. Security Council resolutiot 
to force Iraq out of Kuwait “with 
out mass demonstrations a gains 
the U.S . or allied forces.” 

But he said it was true tfta 
when Malaysia decided to bad 
the^ resolution, the “vast major- 
ity" of Muslims in Malaysia were 
against it. 

“This was partly fanned by the 
opposition Islamic Party, whiefc 
said that we were with the non- 
Muslims against the Muslims," be 
said. “We explained that we wen 
upholding the principle that nc 
country should conquer or anno 
another country.” 

A Western diplomat said Ma) 
5 that one of Mr. Mahathir's 
ambitions was “to make Islam in 
Malaysia synonymous with eco- 
nomic progress and modemisa- 
tin" and that Mr. Anwar was 
“dedicated to the same objec- 
tive." 

Until now, Mr. Anwar has 
been occasionally cast outside tbe 
country as an assertive reprfr; 
sentative of Islamic consent 
tiyism. _ 

Mr. Mahathir told an Interna- 
tional business conference in 
March that promotion of fun- 
damental Islamic values of toler- 
ance. hard work and thrift would 
improve economic performance 
m Malaysia. He said that MusjHP 
‘deviationists are anything but 
Islamic." — The International 
Herald Tribune. 
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Kurdish autonomy pact expected 


(Conforaed from page 1) 

Iraqis should reconsider their 
■apparent rejection of the U.N. 
police force idea," Mr. Boucher 
told reporters. 

Mr. Boucher said the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, Thomas Pickering, met Ira- 
qi delegate Abdul Amir A! 
Anbari Friday in New York and 
explained “the importance of Ira- 
qi cooperation with the United 
Nations in this effort.” 

“As Security Council resolu- 
tions have made dear, the inter- 
national community will be 
watching Iraq’s policies and prac- 


tices and will judge Iraq accor- 
dingly” in determining when to 
lift crippling sanctions, Mr. 
Boucher added. 

He said specific decisions on 
what to do next would depend on 
talks between Iraqi officials and 
U.N. envoys in the next few days. 

Told the only alternative to a 
U.N. police force appears to be 
an extended U.S. presence in 
Iraq, Mr. Boucher replied: 

“I wouldn’t necessarily agree 
with that ... what happens next 
depends on a lot of these discus- 
sions that are going on, and also 
on the needs of the refugees.” 


Bessmertnykh optimistic 


[Continued from pn g? 1 ) 
have moved to Israel since 1989, 
when the Soviet Union eased 
restrictions on emigration. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh defended 
Moscow’s policy of allowing Jews 
to emigrate, saying it was a natu- 
ral internal development. 

“This is ■ tiie product of our 
demoralisation. And it is not 
directed only to one area but 
open to all areas,” be said. 

Moscow, be said, bad a special 
interest in Middle East peace 
because it was concerned about 
Soviet Jews settling in Israel. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh also said 
Moscow, which has rejected 
Israeli demands to renew ties as a 
precondition for acting as co- 
sponsor of a conference, was 
moving towards restoring ties 
with the Jewish state. He gave no 
date. 

“We are approaching that mo- 
ment. Bat that moment is still in 
the future,” he said. 

On Palestinian representation , . 
he repeated the Soviet position 
that it was np to the Palestinians 
themselves to decide who should 
represent them. 


Israel refuses to deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLQ). „ 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said he still 
hoped to meet PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat soon but gave no 
date or place. A meeting sche- 
duled in Amman on Thursday 
was postponed, mainly for logis- 
tical reasons. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid said Cairo 
believed a Soviet role was essen- 
tial in any peace talks. 

“The Soviet Union has an im- 
portant role in the peace process 
which I think is very much wel- 
come in Egypt,” he told repor- 
ters. 

After talks with Mr. Abdul 
Meguid and Minis ter of State for 
Foreign Affairs Boutros Ghali, 
Mr. Bessmertnykh told reporters 
he would visit Saudi Arabia on 
Monday. 

•Moscow and Riyadh restored 
relations last September, at die 
height of the Gulf crisis. Mr. 
Bes sm er tn ykh’s visit would be the 
first by a Soviet foreign minister to 
the kingdom. 


GCC to join talks with Israel 


[Continued from page 1) 
observer, represented by the 
GCC secretary-general,” he told 
reporters. 

Mr. Baker said actual peace 
talks with Israel would be limited 
to die front-line Arab states, such 
as Jordan and Syria. "He called 
the notion alone of Arabs and 
Israelis negotiating a break- 
through: :,r. 

As to the GCC states negotiat- 
ing subsidiary matters such as 
arms control, environmental mat- 
ters and water resources, Mr. 
Khater said, the GCC .members 
“would have no objection to 
attending and ' discussing such 
issues.” 

He spoke after a meeting of the 
European Community (EC) and 
GCC foreign ministers. In a com- 
munique, the two sides said of 
Mr. Baker’s drive for peace, 

“They fully support this initia- 
tive and the process envisaged 
which should enable negotiations 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours and between Israel 
and the Palestinians.”'. 

Until Saturday, Saudi Arabia 
bad said it would not attend any 
peace conference. 

The turnaround was inter- 
preted as a major boost for Mr. 
Baker’s latest mission, seen by 
many as bis last in this series of 
attempts. 

Israeli welcome 

Israeli officials cautiously wel- 
comed reports that the GCC 
' states would a b and on their four- 
decade long boycott offoe Jewish 
state to at at a Middle East peace 

table. , 

“It is certainly good news, and 
we are glad," said Yossi Q hncrt, 
director of the government press 
office. 

But Mr. Olmert, reached by 
telephone, said farad aw aited 
confirmation of the report from 
Gulf countries before official 
statements would be issued. 

Olmert responded to Mr. Bak- 
er’s remarks in Shannon, Ireland, 

that the GCC states had agreed to 

break a “major taboo” and 
negotiate with Israel at a peace 
conference. . 

A senior Israeli official con- 


Mr. Poos, citing the EC’s eco- 
nomic and political clout, told 
reporters the EC wants to partici- 
pate “actively” to the peace con- 
ference and rejected an observer 
status. 

“We feel .the community 
should play the same role as the 
Soviet Union," be said. “Mr. 
Baker wants die Soviets to co- 
sponsor a peace conference with 
the United States. 

The ECs status at a conference 
w ' iiscussed Tuesday in 
Brussels between foe EC foreign 
ministers and David Levy, their 
Israeli counterpart. 

Israel wants the Europeans to 
have an observer role at best in a 
peace conference. 

The EC and the GCC said 
Saturday any Middle East peace 
must be based on U.N. resolu- 
tions urging Israel to return land 
taken daring foe 1967 war in 
exchange for peace and recogni- 
tion from its Arab neighbours. ■■ 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek said the EC fold 
me GCC Israel and its neigh- 
bours must take “confidence 
bafldmg measures” to guarantee 
the success of a peace conference. 

Israel, he said, must end its 
settlements in foe occupied terri- 
tories and its Arab neighbours 
must end a boycott of Western 
companies doing business with 
the Jewish state. Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Sand A1 Faisal 
“made clear the Arab World had 
beep forthcoming but the same 
could not be said of Israel,” said 
Mr. Van den Broek. 


Bangladesh storm 
survivors say nothing 
can rebuild their lives 


By Ani$ Ahmed 
Reuter 

MAHESHKHALI, Bangladesh 
— Hundreds of survivors of 
Bangladesh's worst cyclone hud- 
dle -in flickering lamplight by the 
rains of their homes on Mahesh- 
khaii island. listening to barking 
dogs feeding on bloated corpses 
nearby. 

“I am just one of the living 
dead, please leave me. alone,” 
said Islam Matbar Hoars ley, his 
eyes red from lack of sleep since 
the cyclone struck on April 29, 
killing more than 125,000 Bang- 
ladeshis. 

“Why us, oh Allah?" he asked. 

The cyclone hit as Matbar, the 
island’s richest man, was holding 
a wedding feast for' his son. Of 
about 100 people at tbe feast only 
he, the bride and the groom 
escaped death. 

“1 h a ve been left to mourn for 
the rest of my life,” Matbar said, 
squatting out of the wind and rain 
under the corrugated roof of his 
flattened home. 

He was one of several hundred 
people sitting by wrecked homes, 
telling of their ordeals. 

Tbe storm killed at least 15,000 
people in Maheshkhali, a rich 
fishing island 12 miles from the 
mainland resort of Cox’s Bazar. 

“They most be having a feast 
on the corpses,” said one islan- 
der. shivering from foe cold and 
pointing at foe pack of barking 
dogs on the shore. “It is like 
hell.” 

“I suppose no help is enough to 
rebuild our shattered lives, no 
sympathy is enough to make up 
our losses,” Matbar muttered as 
winds from the Bay of Bengal 
lifted his flowing beard. 

In the Maheshkhali channel 
between Cox's Bazar and the 
island, vultures and crows pecked 
at floating bodies. 

“Four of the seven teachers in 
i my school have died,” said an 
island headmaster. 

Half of those who survived the 
storm have left their homes to 
join a fast-growing army of beg- 
gars crowding Chittagong port 
and other cities across the 
country. 

“1 cannot join them. My heart 
bleeds if I think of such a pros- 
pect," said 50-year-old Matbar. 

Government officials in the 
capital Dhaka say tbe death toll 
from the cyclone has reached 
more than 125,000. Others in the 
affected areas say the final toll 
could be a quarter of a million. 


“Around 50,000 people have 
died in the Cox’s Bazar district 
alone,” said Abdullah A1 No- 
man, minister of state for fisher- 
ies, livestock and environment. 

The district administrator of 
Chittagong, Abdur Rab Khan, 
said nearly 80,000 people had 
been killed in his district alone 
and more reports of casualties 
were coming in. 

More than 10,000 others were 
confirmed dead in coastal dis- 
tricts of Noakhaii. Bhola. 
Patuakhali and on nearly a dozen 
offshore islands which were swepr 
by 20-foot tidal waves whipped 
up by the 145 mile per hour 
storm. 

The Maheshkhali islanders said 
relief supplies had started arriv- 
ing in “good volume" but that 
distribution had not been stream- 
lined. 

Lack of coordination between 
government and private agencies 
meant some victims were being 
given supplies twice a day while 
others received nothing, they 
said. 

Relief worker Shahabuddin 
Ahmed said the agencies were 
trying to overcome the problem. 

The stench of rotting bodies 
sickens new arrivals to the area. 
“But we are here,” said Shamsul 
Islam, a doctor with a relief team. 

He said food, water and medic- 
al supplies arriving now would 
probably save most of the survi- 
vors in the “immediate aftermath 
of foe disaster.” 

“Hie real crisis will begin when 
foe flood of sympathy starts re- 
ceding," he told Reuters. Similar 
fears were expressed by Minister 
AJ Noman. 

“We must be more worried 
about ultimate survival,” he said 
in an interview. 

Diseases have already broken 
out in Maheshkhali and other 
affected areas, but doctors said 
they had seen no cases of cholera. 

“We don't rule out such a 
possibility but so far there is no 
confirmed case,” said one doctor 
in Maheshkhali, 

“The worst problem now is 
that foe survivors are not helping 
to bury the dead,” said Jamil 
Chowdbury, a coordinator of re- 
lief efforts. 

“This is perhaps because some 
people think they will get assist- 
ance as long as the evidence of 
the tragedy is around,” he said. 

Others differed. “Most survi- 
vors are so badly overtaken by 
shock that they can hardly think 
of anything now," said an official 
in Cox’s Bazar. 
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Every year, some 250,000 visitors come from all over the world to see foe battlefield where tens of thousands of soldiers perished in 
only a few hours. Photo shows Waterloo, the Lion Mound. 

Waterloo, 175 years after the battle 


California condor hatches at zoo 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Cali- 
fornia condor chick pecked out of 
its aqua-coloured shell at the Los 
Angeles Zoo, the seventh condor 
frarghing at foe zoo this year, an 
official said Friday. Tlie 6V6- 
ounoe (182 gram) chick hatched 
Thesday, after 58 days of incuba- 
tion. said zoo bird curator 
Michael Wallace. The duck's sex 
will be determined in three 
months. “The offspring is healthy 
and feeding well on minced 
mice,” said Wallace. Two more, 
eggs are incubating at the Los 
Angeles Zoo and two are ex- 
pected to hatch this spring at the 


San Diego Wild Animal Park. 
Tbe two facilities currently bouse 
all 49 known California condors. 
Zoo officials plan to meet with 
geneticists in June to determine 
whether the 11 breeding pairs 
have enough genetically different 
young among them release some 
of foe vultures into foe wild. The 
last wild California condors were 
captured in 1987 in an effort to 
.breed them in captivity and in- 
crease their numbers. At the 
time, the species had dwindled to 
jost 27 birds as a result of 
poachers, pollution and foe con- 
dor’s consumption of hunters’ 
lead shot. 


■ ONE hundred and seventy five 
years after one of the greatest 
battles in history, Waterloo is stHl 
a magnet to hundreds of 
thousands of tourists. It was on 
this very spot that Napoleon's 

70.000 soldiers fought with 

110.000 English, Prussian, Dutch 
and Belgian troops on 18th June 
1815. This is the place where the 
great strategist lost his final bat- 
tle. 

On 17th June 1990,2,500 peo- 
ple carried out a spectacular re- 
enactment of the battle. This 
event once again placed Waterloo 
in foe headlines, but a great deal 
of work had also been going on 
behind he scenes to improve foe 
image of the world’s most famous 
battlefield. 

Ten boors to defeat the French 
empire 

Napoleon returned to France 
in 1815 after a year’s exile in 
Elba. With the help of Marshal 
Michel Ney, he made a triumphal 
entry into Paris with a thousand- 
strong band of loyal supporters. 
Only three months later, he bad 
assembled a new army to fight 
against the British troops com- 
manded by tbe Duke of Welling- 
ton. The British ranks included 
units from Scotland and a division 
of troops from Belgium and Hol- 
land, under the orders of Prince 
William of Orange and General 
Cbass*. During foe battle Napo- 
leon was also to face foe Prussian 
army, trained under Spartan con- 
ditions and led by Marshal 
Blucher. 

The first fighting took place on 
16fo and 17th June 1815, at 
Quatre-Bras and Ligny. On 18th 
June, the British army and its 
allies took up positions on the 
heights of Mont Saint- Jean. The 
British had three main 
strongholds: the Chateau de 
Hougoumont and foe two farms 
of La Haie Sainte and La Papa- 
lotte. The French troops lined up 
against them on the plateau of La 
Belie Alliance. 

The battle itself began at about 


11.30 a.m. . The ChAteau de 
Hougoumont was attacked, cap- 
tured and recaptured several 
times and finally set on fire. At 
130 p m. Marshal Ney sent the 
French cavalry into the fray and 
attacked the centre of the British 
forces at La Haie Sainte. Howev- 
er he was unable to break 
through their lines, and at 4.30 
p.m. the Prussian army jointed 
foe battle. An hour later, Ney 
had conquered La Haie Sainte, 
but it was then that Marshal 
Blucher appeared on the scene 
with 60,000 men. The allies un- 
leashed a spectacular counter- 
offensive which forced the French 
army to retreat. Ney treid to 
regroup his troops to launch a 
final attack, but he was unsuc- 
cessful, and by 9.30 p.m. Welling- 
ton and Blather were meeting a! 
foe farm at La Belle Alliance to 
celebrate their victory. This 
great battle was the final nail in 
foe coffin of an empire spanning a 
large part of Europe, conquered 
by Napoleon the Great, Emperor 
of foe French. 

A trourist attraction? 

Tbe Battle of Waterloo marked 
the end of an era, heralding tbe 
advent of a new European order 
dominated by foe great powers. 
The battle was analysed in detail 
by military colleges, and even 
today it forms part of the military 
history coarse taught to officer 
cadets at Belgium's Royal Milit- 
ary College. 

In the English-speaking world, 
towns, stately homes and even a 
railway station bear the name of 
-this small Belgian village. And 
Waterloo still fires foe public 
imagination: eveiy year, some 

250,000 visitors coine from all 
over tbe world to see the battle- 
field where tens of thousands of 
soldiers perished in only a few 
hours. 

The monuments built by va- 
rious countries were intended to 
induce a spirit of tranquillity and 
'reflection in the visitor. They 


include foe massive Lion Mound, 
more than 40 metres high, topped 
by foe statue of a lion dedicated 
to W illiam of Orange. They also 
include tbe “diorama” building 
with its fresco of tbe battle 
measuring 110 metres by 12, the 
Wellington Museum situated in 
the former inn where Wellington 
established his headquarters, and 
foe “Mnsde du Caflkra” at Vieux- 
Genappe. 

But many people are unim- 
pressed by the sometimes trivial' 
fashion in which this major battle 
is presented to trourist. Since foe 
World War n, a growing number 
of small, ill-assorted shops and 
tourist centres of dubious 
architectural merit have been 
built around the Mound. What 
kind of impression does this deso- 
late plain make on, say, a 
Japanese visitor? What do they 
think of all the posters chip shops 
and tawdry souvenirs? 

Over recent years, dozens of 
organisations have been fighting 
for foe survival of this historic 
monument. Tbe King Baudonm 
Foundation is striving to re- 
design the layout of foe area and 
to improve pobhc awareness of its 
historical importance. 

Apart from the battlefield it- 
self, there is also the surrounding 
area to be considered. The found- 
ation has therefore taken on foe 
task of redesigning the whole of 
this impressive site. 

More than 200 projects 

In 1815, William I decreed that 
a competition should be held to 
obtain ideas for a monument to 
commemorate the Battle of 
Waterloo. But foe authorities 
were unenfousiastic about any of 
the plans that were submitted, 
and it was not until ten years of 
heated in-fighting later that the 
bunding of foe current Lion 
Mound began. The monument 
was a very good idea from an 
architectural point of view, and 
became a highly successful tourist 
attraction. 


In 1988, the King Baudouin 
Foundation followed in William 
Fs footsteps by bolding an inter- 
national competition for plans to 
remodel tbe battlefield, in con- 
junction with the Battle of Water- 
loo 1815 Association. Entrants 
were invited to submit plans for 
the layout of the area surround- 
ing the historic site of the battle. 

Tbe Foundation imposed six 
basic requirements to maintain 
the dignity of tbe site. The battle- 
field itself was to be totally pro- 
tected. Tbe layout most respect 
foe need for historical accuracy 
and the educational aspect of the 
site; it must be a pleasant place 
for visitors, and it must follow foe 
principles of aesthetics and good 
taste. 

More than two hundred plans 
were received from Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands. De- 
nmark, Italy, Spain, Greece and 
Portugal. The idea was not to 
produce a specific desip, but to 
develop a practical outline layout 
for this historic site. 

Re-design 

Less than two years after tbe 
competition, an nltra-modem 
tourist centre has beeri*buftt at 
foe foot of tbe Lion Mound. Here 
the battle is described to visitors 
using animated graphics and film 
and Bound recordings. Tbe plan 
for the redesign of foe surround- 
ing area and its architecture has 
also recently been pot forward. 
Tbe battlefield area, already par- 
tially protected under a law pas- 
sed on 26th March 1914, is to be 
extended, making it easier to 
visualise the positions occupied 
by the main forces in the battle. 
Once again, Waterloo will fire 
the imagination of thousands of 
viators. 

The above article was provided 
by the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, External Trade and 
Cooperation for Development, 
Brvostds-Belgium. 
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joining a second stage of talks on 
regional issues, “was always . m 
the air,” during Mr. Baker’s talks 

in Israel. , 

The EC and the GCC also 
pledged to qmtfcly concfufe* 
free trade agreement, a that 
■ has etaded them in six years of 

political significance for tne cl 
£ sit seeks to increase its profile in 
the Middle East in the wake of 

die 'Golf w*- . . xr^i^r 

.Luxembourg Foreign Munster 
Jacques Poos, whose countiy enr- 
TOTtiy holds the EC preattoncy, 
restated the EC view here a free 
trade accord with foe GCC would 

. . AM U fi bitim to bring 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWttS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, A« FREIGHT 
FORWAROfKG, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWMt&SONS 

^ TEL 604676 604696 y 
VWV P.O.BOX 7806 
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* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of (and are 
available lor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


ret 810605, 810509, 

.Fax: 810m 



Ute first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
* AMyyah Girts School 



£>' INC \ fStSTAURANTI 


>e pan to 

Mce and stability to foe Middle 
sast after foe Gulf war. 

The EC seeks - a rote m a 
kfiddte East peace confer^. 
toralleJ to that, it wants to hdp 
tfkldle East states ecoronucally. 


Open daily 1240-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-MkhighC 

TeLmm 



Amman’s 

^(exclusive gift shopVk 

If kalian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmetsani • Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* photo 

size 30% iasr&ar 

* Free anfarpo- 

mGBat 20 x SO eon 

Shmeisani - Opp, Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

0 Q/\00 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rem 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.3Q-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Steak House 

FOR THE BEST AMERICAN 
STEAKS IN TOWN 


DELUXE fr SUPE8 DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
fi, SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in; 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

TW: 664690, F ax: 696852 
Thu 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
_ AMMAN JORDAN , 


T-BONE 


& MANY 


SERLOIN 


FILLET 


MANY KINDS OF STEAKS 
Mecca Street— Jaber Center 
Tel: 829064 - 829065 


Amman- Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DARQTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Thv Regency Pokxx Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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Navratilova upset by Martinez 
in Italian Open quarterfinals 


Edberg humbled by Stich 


ROME (Agencies) — A few mo- 
ments after she was routed 6-1, 
6-1 by Monica Seles in last year's 
Italian Open final, Martina Nav- 
ratilova promised the adoring 
Foro I tali co crowd that she would 
come back to play for as long as 
she could walk. 

On Friday, after losing to fifth- 
seeded Concbita Martinez of 
Spain in the quarterfinals of this 
year’s Italian Open, she walked 
off centre court in Rome with no 
such assurances. 

Martinez will face no. 2 seed 
Gabriela Saba tin i in one of the 
semifinals. Top-seeded Monica 
Seles will play no. 4 Mary Joe 
Fernandez in the other. 

“I wish I could have stayed out 
there longer,” Navratilova said 
disconsolately after the 68-minute 
loss. “I didn't play badly. She was 
just too good. But I wanted to go 
on. These fans are dynamite. I 
just wanted to play another 
match. Or another set.” 

Conchita Martinez was 2 years 
old when Navratilova reached her 
first Italian Open in 1971. South 
African Elna Reinach, Navratilo- 
va’s second round opponent 
Wednesday, was 5, and German 
hopeful Anke Huber, whom Nav- 
ratilova defeated Thursday to 
reach the quarterfinals, was yet to 
be bom. 

While her Rome opponents 
were in grade school. Martina 
dominated women's tennis, hold- 
ing the no. 1 ranking from 1978- 
79, and from 1982 through mid- 
1987. With 153 career wins, in- 
cluding 18 Grand Slam titles and 
a record nine Wimbledon 
triumphs, she has more titles than 
the combined Italian Open field. 

Currently the world's fourth- 
ranked player behind Seles, Ger- 
many's Steffi Graf, and Sabatini. 
she is still the only real serve-and- 
volley player in women's tennis. 
And she is adored in Rome, even 
in a tournament that features 
Sabatini and U.S. teenager Jen- 
nifer Capriati, both of whom are 
of Italian descent. 

Martinez hit passing shots for 
two hours to prepare for her 
match against Navratilova. “I had 
my trainer attack to my back- 
hand, and serve to my backhand, 
because I knew that this was what 
Martina would do,” she said. 


Navratilova had already shown 
signs of being ripe for an upset. 
Always more at home on hard 
surfaces than clay, she was the 
only one of the top five seeds to 
have lost a set in the first two 
rounds. More significantly, she 
was having problems coming to 
the net. 

"I wasn't hitting my approach 
shots well,” she admitted. “The 
balls were heavy, and they just 
weren't going deep enough. I 
didn't volley much either. And 
when I did, I didn't get enough 
stick on it.” 

Navratilova plans to return to 
the United States for five weeks 
before playing the Eastbourne 
Grass Court Tournament in June 
in preparation for her attempt to 
win her 10th Wimbledon title. 

And how long will she keep on 
playing? 

“Until I stop having fun.” she 
said. “Just as long as I keep 
loving tennis.” 

Seles led the way into the 
semifinals of the Italian Open 
with a quick 6-0, 6-1, victory 
Friday over no. 8 seed Leila 
Meskhi. 

Sabatini also made short work 
of her quarterfinal match against 
no. 7 seed Capriati, defeating the 
American teenager 6-0, 6-2. 

“I was prepared for a much 
longer match," said the top- 
seeded Seles, who needed just 41 
minutes ro dispense with her 
Soviet opponent under threaten- 
ing skies. 

“When I got up this morning 
and saw the clouds, 1 figured that 
there was no way that we would 
play. So once the match starred, I 
didn't want to let it slip away.” 

Seles overpowered Meskhi, 
who burst into tears in the run- 
way to the locker room after the 
match. 

“It just happens that you have 
one of those days, when you are 
playing poorly and your oppo- 
nent is playing great.” Seles 
observed. “I've lost matches like 
that before. But that's sports. 
When you win. you’re happy. 
When you lose, you're sad. 
Sports are like that.” 

Sabatini, a two-time Italian 
Open champion, didn't let Cap- 
riati into the first set, keeping the 
American off balance with her 


Senna keeps pole position 
again in Monaco GP 


MONTE CARLO (R) — World 
champion Ayrton Senna main- 
tained his invincible form Satur- 
day when he claimed his fourth 
pole position of the year in final 
qualifying for Sunday's Monaco 
Grand Prix. 

The Brazilian, 31, driving a 
McLaren, improved his qual- 
ifying lap record set in Thursday's 
opening session by two-tenths of 
a second to one minute 20.344 
seconds to lead the qualifying for 
the 56th time in his Grand Prix 
career. 

Senna, who started every race 
this year in pole position, is bid- 
ding to become the first driver to 
win the first four races and is 
seeking his fourth victory at 
Monaco in five years. 

Team mate Austrian Gerhard 
Berger found it more difficult to 
make the most of the improved 
dry conditions on the twisting 
street circuit. 

He was unable to improve his 
.time, leaving Italian Stefano 
Modena to unexpectedly claim 
second place on the grid in his 
Tyrrell in a time of 1:20.809. 

For Modena, who will start 
beside Senna in the 78-lap race, it 
will be the best grid position of 


his Formula One career and an 
ideal way to celebrate his 28th 
birthday Sunday. 

Italian Riccardo Patrese. in a 
Williams, improved his time and 
was third-quickest in 1:20.973. 
He will share the second row with 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet who con- 
tinued to show the huge potential 
of the new Benetton by recording 
a lap of 1:21.159. 

Briton Nigel Mansell made a 
big improvement in his time with 
his Williams and finished fifth- 
quickest ahead of Berger. 

Apart from Berger, only Fin- 
land’s J.J. Lehto in a Dallara 
failed to improve his time during 
a session which began late after a 
long delay caused by Italian Alex 
Caffi's accident during the morn- 
ing free session. 

Caffi was kept in hospital with 
slight concussion after his foot- 
work car appeared to go out of 
control through the swimming 
pool complex in the harbour. 
Instead of turning left Caffi went 
straight, head-on into the bar- 
riers. 

The vehicle shattered on im- 
pact and split in two, the rear end 
breaking away as the car spun 
down the circuit. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

l»J0 T Mi-dij Sci»;e ii 


TAKE THF. HIGH ROAD 


Borh Milner able. Soulh Jen is. 
.NORTH 

♦ A 7 5 3 
K 4 2 
7532 

* 9 2 

KST HAST 


WEST EAST 

*0 10 0 4KJ942 

10 J 9 8 

Q J 10 8 9 6 4 

* 0 10 7 54 * J 8 

SOUTH 
4 8 

A Q 7 6 5 J 
A k 

* A K b 3 


The bidding: 
Soulh W cal 

North 

Last 

1 

Pass 

s 

Pass 

3 * 

Pa* 

4 

Pass 

b 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen ol 
SiuJv (his hand. Before reading 
on, tell us what trick declarer should 
lose at a si s- heart contract. 

With a three- loser hand, »e 
would ha\c opened the Souih hold- 
ing with a demand bid. South, hou- 
eser. decided on a somewhat more 
conservative approach because the 
quality of the heart suit was poor. 
After the raise, three clubs was a 


game iry which North accepted. 
Soulh needed to hear no more to 
contract for slam. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy and cashed (he ace and king 
of trumps. Only slightly disconcert- 
ed by the 3-1 break. South contin- 
ued wiih the ace- king of dubs and a 
club rulT. intending to concede a 
club at the end. Unfortunately. East 
overruffed, and declarer was 
stranded with a dub loser (hat re- 
fused to disappear. 

Providing trumps were no worse 
than 3-1. the contract would have 
succeeded had declarer been pre- 
pared to lose a trump trick rather 
than a club! After winning the first 1 
trick, declarer should have cashed 
the aces of hearts and dubs, then 
crossed to the ace of spades to lead a 
eluh from dummy. When rhe king 
of dubs lives, declarer can claim the 
slam. 

The w inning play is to lead a club 
and ruff with the table's king! De- 
clarer returns to hand with a spade 
ruff co trump the remaining club 
with dummy's low heart. East can 
overrun* or wait to score his trump 
trick by force, but one heart is all 
that declarer can lose. 


' ..- r. 
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Jennifer Capriati 

topspin groundstrokes. 

In the second set. Capriati 
hinted at making a battle of it. 
breaking the no. 3-ranked player 
to take a 2-0 lead. But Sabatini 
broke back and then serve to tie 
the match. 

Capriati, who had finally found 
the handle on Sabatini's power- 
ful, looping shots, fought to 
deace in the next two games but 
no further. 

“I'm more angry than dis- 
appointed,” said Capriati, who 
has lost ail five of her matches 
against Sabatini. “She's was play- 
ing great, and I was just making 
dungs easier for her. I'd hoped to 
do better." 

Capriati, who lost to Sabatini 
in the quarterfinals of last year's 
Italian Open, said she still has a 
long way to go before she can 
beat the world’s top players. “I 
thought 1 might be ready now, 
after a year on the tour,” said 
Capriati, currently ranked 12th 
among women players. “But I 
think I'm still a level below 
them.” 

Seles has • warned her oppo- 


nents they must start looking up 
to her — literally. 

If her win over Meshki Friday 
was not impressive enough, Seles 
claimed she is fast outgrowing her 
fellow playeTS off court as well. 

“I have the feeling I’ve grown 
even since Hamburg, I’m not 
kidding." Seles said with a smile. 

“When I look at other players 
now, I realise that there were 
some who were the same height 
three weeks ago and now I look 
down at them.” 

Seles, sporting a new short 
haircut, came to Rome to defend 
her Italian Open title after play- 
ing in the Hamburg tournament 
last week. 

“I think I'm now 1.77 metres or 
1.78.” said Seles, whose height is 
put at 1.75 metres (five feet nine 
inches) in official handbooks. 
“Maybe that’s why my serve is 
better.” 

The 17-year old Yugoslav said 
she would like to grow to 1.80 or 
1.81 metres and weigh 65 kilos, 
eight more than her present 53 
kilos (118 pounds). 


Yzaga beats Chang in 
clay court quarterfinals 


CHARLOTTE (R) — Unseeded 
Jaime Yzaga, playing a calm, 
consistent baseline game, upset 
top-seed Michael Chang 7-6 (7-0) 
6-1 in the quarterfinals of the 
U.S. Men’s Clay Court Tennis 
Championships. 

In another upset, unseeded 
Malivai Washington surprised 
third seed David Wheaton 6-7 
(3-7) 6-1 6-2. . 

Fifth seeded Jimmy Arias 
coasted past fourth seed Richey 
Reneberg 6-4 6-2. 

Qualifier Javier Frana adv- 


Nlutt‘n’Jeff 


anced when Pablo Anaya retired 
in the first game of the second set 
due to an injury to'-his right thigh 
sustained Thursday. 

“Clay is Jaime's best surface." 
said Chang, who made numerous 
unforced groundstroke errors in 
the match. “He didn't miss. He 
just kept slicing, slicing and I 
couldn't do a whole lot.” 

Though he claimed that his 
tough, three-set battle with Bryan 
Shelton late last night did not 
affect his play, Chang appeared 
fatigued from the start of Friday’s 
match. -v. 


HAMBURG (R) — Top seed 
Stefan Edberg was swept out of 
the German^Open men’s clay 
court tennb championships Fri- 
day by Germany’s rising Davis 
Cup player Michael Stich. 

The Swedish world number 
one, who has struggled to adapt 
his strong serve-and-volley game 
to slower clay courts in the last 
two seasons, was outplayed in 
just one hour 26 minutes. 

Stich. who has risen to IStb in 
the world rankings after a superb 
start to the year, described his 6-2 
7-6 quarterfinal victory as the 
best of his career. 

“That’s the biggest win. It is 
my best performance on clay 
ever. 

“That’s the firet time I have 
ever won against a player from 
the top three. I won because I 
pushed myself until the end.” 

Stich looked sharper than 
Edberg on the big points. When 
the second set went to tie-break, 
be made a crucial break of serve 
to lead 4-3 before sealing the 
tie-break 7-4. 

With the French Open looming 


at the end of this-moitth, it was a 
disappointing defeat for Edberg 
who is desperate to get match 
practice on day after a dismal tun 
of defeats on the surface last 
year. 

Stich was in control for much of 
the inarch. He started confidently 
and made an early break to take a 
3-0 lead in the first seL 

Edberg, who had looked in 
dominant form in his 6-2 6-1 
third-round victory over Haitian 
Ronald Age nor Thursday, admit- 
ted afterwards he had played 
below his usual standards. 

“My serve and volleys at die 
net were not crisp enough,” he 
said. “Compared to yesterday’s 
victory, it was like night and day. 

“I've got to get bade to work. 
I'm disappointed not to have 
reached the semifinals because 
what I want are matches.” 

Yugoslav fourth seed Goran 
Ivanisevic also made a drsap poin- 
ing exit from the competition. He 
retired hurt in his quarter-final 
against compatriot Goran Prpic 
with Pripc leading 7-5 3-0. 


Tough tournament slips 
out of Kasparov’s hands 


AMSTERDAM (R) — World 
Cress Champion Garry Kasparov 
threw off a ran of six disappoint- 
ing draws to beat veteran grand- 
master Viktor Korchnoi in the 
seventh round of the tough Vere- 
nigde Spaarbank Tournament. 

But Kasparov will find it all but 
impossible to catch up and win 
this international tournament. 


which at category 16 is tire tough- 
est type in tire chess calendar. 

The joint tournament leaders 
after seven of nine rounds played 
are 26-year old Briton Nigel 
Short and Soviet grandmaster 
Valery Salov, with five points 
each, one more than Kasparov. 

Short and Salov play 
other Saturday. 


Toney wins 1BF title 


DAVENPORT (R) — James 
Toney, trailing on all three 
judges' scorecards, unloaded a 
devastating left hook to the jaw 
that knocked down champion 
Michael Nunn and led to the 
referee stopping the fight in the 
11th round to give Toney the 
International Boxing Federation 
(IBF) middleweight title Friday. 

Nunn was leading 99-91, 98-92 
and 97-93 after 10 rounds. 

Nunn barely got to his feet by 
the count of nine and was still 
wobbly after Toney flattened him 
with the left hook. 

Seconds later Toney landed a 
four-punch combination as Nunn 
turned his back to the challenger 
and referee Denny Nelson stop- 
ped the bout at two minutes 14 
seconds of the round. Just as 
Nelson was stopping the fight. 
Nunn's corner threw a towel into 
the ring. 

“My comer said to keep cool 
and keep the pressure on,” 
Toney said. “I knew I could get 
him sooner or later.” 

“Once I was given an honest 
shot at the title, I knew I would 
win it,” said Toney, 22. 

A crowd of 8,000 fans saw the 
fight in Nunn's hometown at a 
minor league baseball park on the 
banks of the Mississippi River. 

Minutes after the bout the 
crowd sat in stunned silence. 

“I dropped my hands and got 


caught,” Nunn said. “He fought a 
really good fight. He took some 
good shots. I'm gonna take a rest 
and come bade.” 

Toney raised his record to 26-0- 

1. 

Nunn, who had held his share 
of the middleweight title longer 
than any other 160 pound (72.5 
kg) champion, was making his 
sixth title defence of the crown he 
won iu 1988 from fellow- 
American Frank Tate. Nunn is 
now 36-1. 

In the other half of the title- 
fight doubleheader, Miochael 
Carbajal used a relentless body 
attack to take a 12-round unani- 
mous points decision over Argen- 
tina's Hector Luis Patri and re- 
tain the IBF junior flyweight title. 

Carbajal, 21-0, won every 
round on one judge's scorecard 
and lost only one round on each 
of the other two cards. 

Carbajal, the 1988 Olympic sil- 
ver medallist, dominated the fight 
but rarely had Patri, 41-23-11, in 
trouble. 

Carbajal wobbled Patri with a 
right cross to the side of the head 
in the fourth and a right uppercut 
in the 12th round but Patri was 
able to get away without further 
difficulty. 

“He’s very durable and I ex- 
pected high to go a long way,” 
Carbajal said. “He’s just a gutty 
fighter. I'm the champion but I'm 
still learning.” 


wfcU-.tR-vouste.SHt told V AH. tor ITS 
ME WHAT HER CLOTHES J DIFFERENT 
COST, AND I TOLD HtR WlTHUS^EH.LIL? 
WHAT MY PAV WAS THEN 0URS jS LOVE, 
OUR ENGAGEMENT <INOA I 
SAGGED IN TrtE MIDDLE * NOT WOMEV - 
AHD CENTLV DISAPPEARED* 



ill 


Andy Capp 



WE WERE *-n 
KICKING A BALL 
• ABOUT IN THE 
S T RE ET AND IT< 
WENT THROUGH > 
MRS. WILSON'S 1 
-r WINDOW . — S 




SORRY: MONSIEUR FLYIN6 ACE. 
TME FRENCH CAFE IS CLOSED. 




I HATE HAVING TO 
HANG AROUND WITH THE 
. ENLISTED MEN.. > 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 12, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
oncoming New Moon is bringing 
you a chance to make important 
decisions that can be in effect 
immediately and add to your be- 
nefits for lime to come. Desirable 
projects find a positive reception. 

ARIES: (March 21to April 19) 
The manner in which you serve 
and do for others is very important 
now and you are able to gain the' 
good will and active help of fine 
persons. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your day to have a very happy 
time at the outlets that appeal to 
the most so after serves that lighten 
your spirits off to amusements. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to do what your family wants 
and to get away Grom that work 
burden that has been making you 
tired and nervous and everything 
will work out ■ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get off to die studies or 
the services early that renew your 
mind and consciousness in right 
thinking and you ’ win out over 
problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This 
day finds you wisely expanding 
your consciousness to see every- 
thing in more roseate hoes and in a 
light of bigness so your life is fuller. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
221 You are highly personal now 
and .you are able to understand 
better what you can do of a person- 


al' nature to eliminate anxiety for. 
personal longings. 

LIBRA: (Seprember.23 ro October J 
22) You can now meditate.- and I 
. concentrate upon ■ eternal truths 
and to get die answers you need if 
you will be stifl and get off alone 1 
for a little while. - ’ - • *; ■ • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nbyern- 
ber 21) Seek out friends who are 
fine and lofty -minded in their 
thinking and get the benefits, of 
their , ideas on how your -personal- . 
trouble can be solved. . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) The outside world is 
your oyster now so gel out and lei 
those, in high places realise you are 
a good citizen and want an express- 1 
ion of this urge^ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 jo 
January 20) Let those in the upper 
position and whose ideas concur 
with yours know you are willing to 
do something to make your topes 
come true. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You may not be able to get 
your own personal hangup in mo- 
tion now . bat you can- certainly geL 
a better understanding just what 
your friends want. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
20) This is the time to utilise .every 
contact yon have to meet -widi 
them and come to a better under- 
standing how you can join forces to 
get what you want. 


THE BETTER HALE. 


By Harris 



“One nice thing about my life. I 
don’t have to worry about getting 
a face full of laugh lines ” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and. Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




ON A PATE IT'S 
SELPCW AMISS — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: TO I 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LOUSE FUSSY SLEEPY., ELDEST 
Answer You tend to like that nuisance 

better the more 

YOU SEE HIM LESS 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Narrow gap 
5 Eastern church 
titles 

10 Liq. meas. 

14 Assist In 
wrongdoing 

15 Type of (feet 

16 Join 

17 La costa 

18 — frutti 
T9 Bank (on) 

20 OW Glory 

23 — at a time 

24 Sticky stuff 

25 Uncovering 

29 Long-haired dog 
31 Fond du — . Wl 

34 Verve 

35 Rusted 

36 Sntggler's catch 

37 Anthem phrase 

41 Bitter hail) 

42 Gudes. as 
pursuers 

43 — Mmor 

44 Tack on 

45 Ger. song 

46 Moor 

48 Painting medium 

49 "Exodus" hero 

50 Anthem phrase 

59 Cupid 

60 Hackneyed 

61 Smalt draff 

62 Foal's lather 

63 Drunkard 

64 Ms Mtrmefli 

65 PMoaopher 
Immanuel 

66 Pitchers 

67 First place 

DOWN 

1 Young salmon 

2 Busy as — 

3 snip 

4 0flapodnda 

5 On the stage 

6 Monster 

7 Lessen the 
(ore* of 

8 Mystery dog 

9 Rooted 

10 Greta — 

11 Genesis name 

12 Humdinger 
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13 Eye sore-, var. 

21 TWe ot respect 
abbr. 

22 Performing 

25 Yogi 

26 Viva voce 

27 Went fast 

28 Sign 

29 Curtailed 

30 Indians 

31 At — (minimally) 

32 Eagle's nest 

33 Scrub 

35 Abstract being 

38 — Island. NY 

39 Process Of 
grooming 
one sett 

40 — Vegas 

46 Some chickens 

47 Suffer 

48 Beginning 

49 Modulate 

50 Escritoire 

51 Melody 

52 Used 

53 Lined up 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnre nrann nrano 
nnnrnn rannn anno 
HraHHnmnniiB onon 
ago nnno obchbho 
nnrannnQ nnnnB 
nno onoci nruu 
rannnn Finonnnnn 
grnni? nanen nnnn 
OHncunraB Gnann 
□ran nnnm mmn 
™ES nRI0 HnnBQcin 
nnranran nnnn non 
HHHH RnananmnaB 
ninnfi mnnram 
nnnn nnino onomn 


54 Ready for 
picking 

55 Run in neutral 

58 Football Held 


67 Atmospheric 
condition 
58 Govt, 
agt 
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Financial Markets 
Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 
Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S. Dollar la International Markets WEIWORK 
Currency 

. tol* 9/5/9 7 

Slcriine Pound 6 7.77 90 

Deutsche Mark J . 7305 

Swiss Franc 7 .4620 


HWORK 

raost — 

IWr 10/5/91 
1.7245 
1.7225 
1.4545 
5.6225 
138.65 
1.1954 


70/5/91 


Swiss Franc 1.4620 1.4545 

French Franc 5.6550 5.6225 

Japanese Yen 738.05 T3S.65 

European Camay Unil j _ 1635 7 . 7954 

■ iisn nr srr. 1 " 

Euroc u r— ncy lo ta r e st Rates Date: ^ 0/5/ 9 7 

Currency I MTU J SmiS\ 6 MTUS \12 MT 

U-S. Dollar “07 5.93 6.06 

Sterling Pound 7 7.87 7 7.37 77.72 70. < 

Deutsche Mark ^7? S . 93 ' 9.12 9 . f 

Swiss Franc 6.25 g.12 8.25 7.9 

French Franc 9.00 9.72 9.72 9.7 

Japanese Yen 7.93 7.75 7.32 T74 

European Currency Unit 9.75 9.56 9.56 TT3 

Inbrloali Mi mri far imw w b nntltos I'Ji. It.. Oars MNM.Mflar equivalent. 

Predom Metals Baca: 70/5/97 


i Am i 

? Amis 

6 MTUS 

i2 Arms 

5.81 

5.93 

6.06 

6.50 

11.67 

11.37 

11.12 

10.93 

6.75 

8.93 

9.12 

9.18 

8.25 

g.12 

6.25 

7.93 

9.00 

9.12 

9.12 

9.78 

7.93 

7.75 

7.62 

7.43 | 

9.75 

9.56 

9.56 

9.43 


Pr*d«H Metals 


USD/0/ J D/Cm 6 Metal 
3JOT £777) Silver 


USD/Oz JD/Cm 
TTtPI 0.067 


Central Bank of Jordan Exdunqe Rato Bulletin 

Dace: 7 7/5/97 


Currency 
U.5. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
I Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 


O ther Currencies 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Le ban ese •-'Lira* 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar. 


Qatari Wytf 


Egyptian Pound 


Onumi Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma* 


Cypriot Pound 


Bid 

17.6 79 
1.7 662 
0.3939 
1.4662 
0.1165 
0.46 96 
0.5497 
0.7099 
0.0532 
0.07979 


1.1756 

0.3963 

0.4690 

0.1172 

0.4925 


0.07937 

11/5/91 


Offer 


7.7* 



.3550 


1.4140 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market" 


Index 

30/4/97 Owe 

Ail-Share 

773.62 

Banking Sector 

770.73 

Insurance Sector 

109.34 

Industry Sector 

118.22 

Sendees Sector 

123.31 

1 Dontkr 31. IM - IM 


773.53 

709.98 

77 7.30“ 
TTT7Z7T 
"TzzTTT 


Jordan 


Tel: 

667171 


Second-hand English 
paperback novels 
Sunday, 12 May, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

At Dahyat Al Rawda 
Complex/near Jeru- 
salem Hotel block 1, 
apartment 112. 


r Cmema 


“Tel: 677420' 


CONCORD 


Kevin Costner, Anthony Quinn 


Show. 3 JO, 6: 15, 830. lfc» P-“- 


WIJOUM 

Fifi Abdo/Adel Adham 

Mahmoud Al Jundi 
In 

jNOOR AL UYOON 

v‘ Show 12:30. 3 JO. &». *3°. 10J0 - P m - 



Tel: 675571" 


Social Security Corporation 
seeks ‘good’ ideas, partners 
for investments in Jordan 




By Samir Sftafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) is more than 
willing to invest in expanding 
projects or in setting up new 
enterprises provided that they 
show a high level of profitability 
or an acceptable level of about 
! seven per cent for natkmaily- 
j needed projects of socio- 
economic nature, SSC Director- 
General Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Saqqaf conceded that the 
scope of large-scale investments 
in Jordan was not wide. But he 
stressed that local or foreign in- 
vestors can undoubtedly count on 
the SSC as a partner in capital for 
! any viable and promising ven- 
ture. 

He. cemented his offer by 
pointing out during an interview 
with the Jordan Times that the 
corporation was an independent 
institution "bent neither on gov- 
ernment nor personal concerns in 
its investment policies but rather 
solely on solid economic analysis 
and factors.** 

The SSC, Mr. Saqqaf said, is 
governed by a 15-member board 
of directors headed by the minis- 
ter of labour. The board, which 
includes Mr. Saqqaf as deputy 
board chairman, comprises also 
two members from the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce, two from the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, four from 
the Federation of Labour Umons 
and five from the ministries of 
labour, health, industry and 
trade, finance and the Central 
Bank of Jordan. 

Mr. Saqqaf noted that the 
board meets regularly once a 
month and that, more important- 
ly, neither himself nor the board 
have come under government 
pressure or directives to follow a 
certain investment path. 

Banks 

Unfolding the 'investment port- 
folio of the corporation, Mr. Saq- 
qaf, who has served as the 
secretary-general of the minis- 
tries of supply and industry and 
trade said that SSC investments 
total about JD 400 million . of 
which about JD 136 million, or 34 
per cent, were bank deposits. 

Such an amount of liquidity 
was necessary to be maintained ax 
alt times to run daily operations 
and meet various payments to 
beneficiaries in addition to keep- 
ing sufficient funds for unfore- 
seen developments, he said. 

Mr. Saqqaf regretted that the 
SSC had so far been unable to 
establish a bank of its own due to 
stiff opposition he declined to 
identify but is suspected to be 
powerful banking circles. 


and development bonds 

The second' portion of invest- 
ment is also about JD 136 million 
spread over housing loans to tens 
of private and public societies, 
companies, charities and institu- 
tions. Included in the amount 
also are holdings of government 
development bonds which, 
according to Mr. Saqqaf, finance 
nationally-needed development 
projects. 

Shares and stocks 

Investments in shares and 
stocks of public shareholding 
companies and equity participa- 
tion in other enterprises ranked 
in third place for a total of JD 96 
million, or 24 per cent. 

Mr. Saqqaf said that the third 
portion of investments covers 
nearly 100 industrial, agricultural 
and services entities. He further 
explained that the SSC was a very 
active element in boosting the 
trading at the Amman Financial 
Market ( AFM) after the Gulf war 
having contributed JD 3 million 
in AFM turnover within only 
three weeks. 

Hotels and resthouses 

The fourth, “controversial,” 
investment is in the tourism sec- 
tor, which, absorbed JD 24 mil- 
lion. about six per cent of the SSC 
funds. 

Estimating the market value of 
the 12 hotels and restbouses run 
by the SSC throughout Jordan at 
JD 60 million, Mr. Saqqaf de- 
scribed this type of investment as 
controversial because it continues 
to stir widely different views ab- 
out the profitability of and ser- 
vices rendered at the hotels and 
resthouses. 

He affirmed that tourism in- 
vestment yielded a net profit of 
JD 1 million last year and that 
prices at tbe SSC hotels and 
resthouses, which employ nearly 
1.000 workers, were cheap. 

However, the director-general 
said that the SSC was im- 
plementing a new strategy in this 
area where a strict high profitabil- 
ity standard would be applied. As 
such, he added, the three resth- 
ouses at Jerash, Zai and Ishtafena 
are being offered for lease. 

Blaming public unawareness 
and apathy, Mr. Saqqaf said that 
only 200 people visited the 
Ishtafena resthouse last year. 
Bat. he cautioned, this example 
should not mean that die SSC 
resthouses were failures. 

Mr. Saqqaf explained that busi- 
ness at tbe three small resthouses 
was seasonal and that they had no 
lodging facilities, a situation 
which was burdening the SSC. He 
asserted that under a more direct 


and less costly management the 
resthouses would show greater 
success noting that the SSC was 
not selling the resthouses anyhow 
and would retain direct control 
over others in the area where 
lodging was “a good place to 
spend a vacation.” 

Real estate 

The fifth and last area in the 
SSC investment portfolio was a 
JD 8 million real estate section , a 
two per cent portion of total 
investments. 

‘The real estate business is 
more valuable as money aug- 
ments in value in land and build- 
ings and the SSC plans to expand 
its holdings in this field.” Mr. 
Saqqaf emphasised. 

He referred in this regard to a 
plot of land in Wadi Saqra street 
where a big shopping centre 
would be an “excellent SSC asset” in 
the future noting that the purch- 
ase of the present SSC headquar- 
ters in Wadi Saqra in the past was 
“a very wise decision.'* 

The director-general also out- 
lined to the Jordan Times some of 
the projects which tbe SSC was 
cumently considering. 

First, he said, tbe corporation 
was looking whether it is feasible 
and viable to financially shore up 
five “troubled" industries and. 
secondly, tbe possibility of setting 
up a fodder factory. 

Dead Sea 

At still more preliminary stages 
are building two major hospitals 
in Amman and Irbid and building 
a spa at the Dead Sea. 

“The two hospitals will each 
cost about JD 15 minion and will be 
set up in cooperation with prom- 
inent private sector doctors to 
operate on commercial basis be- 
cause a study has shown that 
within three to four years and due 
ot high population increase Jor- 
dan's present hospitals would be 
unable to cope with the situa- 
tion,” Mr. Saqqaf said. 

“The Dead Sea spa project will 
cost JD 12 million and will in- 
clude as minimum of 10 per cent 
German equity. The Germans 
would also guarantee an annual 
55 per cent occupancy rate for 10 
years,” he added. 

Mr. Saqqaf explained that cer- 
tain skin diseases were only 
allowed by the German author- 
ities for treatment in a place in 
Switzerland and at the Dead Sea. 
As such, the Germans made the 
spa hotel offer to the SSC noting 
that similar profitable projects 
were set up on the other side of 
the Dead Sea. 

Experience 

Asked about the difference be- 
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Social Security Corporation (SSC) 
Director-General Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
(right) says that prices at SSC’s hotels 
and resthouses, such as Aqaba (top) and 
Dibbeen (below) are really cheap and the 
facilities there fulfil a weekend’s vaca- 
tion. 




tween bolding “theoretical” posts 
at the Ministry of Supply and the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
and the “implementation” post at 
SSC, Mr. Saqqaf gave the exam- 
ple of a project to manufacture 
spare parts in Jordan. 

He said that had he been at the 
ministries he would have been all 
out in Support of the project but 


being the SSC head be realised 
that the project couldn't have a 
chance to succeed. 

Finally, Mr. Saqqaf noted that 
the SSC targets maximising its 
investment income as mud as 
possible or else it would be dis- 
astrous for the Kingdom in the 
future. He reaffirmed the readi- 


ness of the corporation to finan- 
cially back investments in Jordan, 
even indirectly through the In- 
dustrial Development Bank with 
which the SSC is discussing possi- 
ble additional equity through a 
capital increase as the corpora- 
tion’s usual participation is li- 
mited to a 20 per cent stake in any 
single entity. 


Br azilians celebrate fall of economy minister 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) —Brazi- 
lians toasted the departure of 
ZeKa Cardoso de MeDo, the eco- 
. nomy minister who blocked most 
of their savings, sent the value of 
their wages crashing — and stiff 
failed to kill inflation. 

“I was so happy to bear she was 
leaving,” said Adnfl da Silva 
Cavatte, enjoying a drink with 
friends at a pavement cafe Fri- 
day. “With ZeKa you never knew 
what was coming tomorrow.” 
Ratting her glass of beer, she 
said: “Here’s hoping our cruza- 
dos are unblocked quickly,” re- 
ferring to Cardoso’s first act as 
minister last year when she froze 
overnight 80 per cent of Brazil’s 
money in bank accounts. 

Cavatte, a self-employed 
beautician, said her business 

stamped over tbe past year as the 
anti-inflationary measures of Car- 


doso’s austerity programme 
plunged the country into a deep 
recession. 

On Wednesday evening a tired 
Cardoso stepped down and the 
following day her entire econo- 
mic team handed in their resigna- 
tions, including central bank chief 
Ibrahim Eris. 

Despite a price freeze in force 
since Jan. 31, prices have con- 
tinued to rise by between five and 
20 per cent a month. Cardoso 
blamed a package of fuel and 
electricity price rises announced 
at the same time but workers 
were unconvinced. 

“Tbe only thing frozen is salar- 
ies,” said doorman Alexandre 
Gomes Oliveira, who supple- 
ments bis salary worth $165 a 
month by selling his wife's home- 
made snacks. 

"ZeKa said we should negotiate 


wage increases. Bui our bosses 
just say accept what we offer or 
you’re fired,” he added. 

In front of the local gas com- 
pany hundreds of striking work- 
ers filled the street demanding a 
big pay raise to make up for what 
they have lost to rampant infla- 
tion. 

“We had an 84 per cent rise in 
January — but that was to cover 
us for a period when prices went 
up 1,000 per cent,” said striker 
Mario Neves, who supports a wife 
and two children on tbe equiva- 
lent of $280 a month. 

Like many other Brazilians, 
Mario has coped with a decline in 
real wages by taking on a second 
job, working as a musician. A 
year ago be took out a laon that 
bought a washing machine, re- 
frigerator, freezer and a cooker. 
Today the same amount would 
not even buy a cooker. 

While the middle dass can 


save a little by buying dollars or 
speculating on the turbulent 
financial markets, poor Brazilians 
have nothing left after buying 
basic necessities. 

“We invest in only one fifing, 
our children’s education, and 
even that we can’t do very well,” 
said Levy Pereira, another strik- 
er. He supplements his income by 
working overtime six days a 
week. 

Few believe the situation will 
improve under the new minister, 
Mardlio Marques Moreira. the 
former ambassador to Washing- 
ton Moreira will be the country’s 
sixth economy minister in just 
over six years. Cardoso lasted 14 
months in office. 

The speed of the economy 
ministry’s revolving doors has 
made Brazilians sceptical that any 
man or woman can solve the 
country’s huge financial prob- 
lems. 


Kuwait, Airways to sue 
insurance companies 
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Invitation to Tender 

10F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender no, 
1 0F/91 for the design and procurement of a 
granulation plant. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman supply department until. 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 20.6.1991 . Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable, fee of JD (40) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing daie for submission fender Is 
12:00 hours local time Saturday 29th, 
June 1991. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Air- 
ways wifl sue insurance com- 
panies for failing to cover part of 
its losses from the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, the chairman of 
tbe board said in an interview 
published Saturday. 

Chairman Ahmad Hamad Al 
Mishari told New Dawn news- 
paper the total loss to the airline 
was $1.6 bQlion. It wants the 
insurance companies to pay $942 
million. 

This covers file cost of 15 
planes confiscated by the Iraqis, 
damage to and theft from tire 
airline's offices, and spare parts, 
buses and maintenance equip- 
ment, winch were all looted, he 
said. 

Mishari Said bis company and 
the unnamed insurance com- 
panies were in dispute over 
whether Kuwait Airways should 
daim for the planes and looted 
equipment under the theft clauses " 
or file war loss clauses of its 
polities. 

The insurance companies have 
reimbursed $300 million, saying 


that is the maximum they can pay 
for war losses at a single airport, 
he said. 

“But what happened was theft 
and confiscation... the planes 
were safe and were flown to 
Baghdad after the invasion. Thus 
compensation is due here.. .for 
theft,” Mishari said. 

The airiine was preparing its 
brief to sue the insurance com- 
panies for the rest of the $942 
million, he added. 

Insurance sources in London 
said Friday that Iraq would hand 
back the first of the 15 planes, a 
Boeing 727, Friday in Jordan. 
But an Iraqi official in Amman 
said Saturday the plane bad not 
been handed over. 

Kuwait Airways is currently 
■operating a fleet of eight planes 
which escaped the Iraqis. They 
are four Boeing 747s. three 
Boeing 727s and one Boeing 767. 

Mishari said the airline would 
soon start leasing planes as it 
needed them and it had asked 
Boeing and Airbus to submit 
tenders for new planes. 


VACANCY FOR BOOflOCEEPER/ACCOUNTANT 

American Employees Community Service Association 
May 6, 1991 

The American Employees Community Service Asso- 
ciation (AECSA) will take applications beginning May 

19, through May 30, for a bookkeeper/accountant. 

Applicant must: 

— Be* thoroughly acquainted with generally 
accepted accounting practices used in Amer- 
ican businesses. 

— Be computer literate, and able to quickly adapt to 
the use of ADP accounting. 

— Have fluent reading, writing and speaking En- 
glish. 

Applications should be submitted to the Amer- 
ican Embassy. 

Attn: Administrative Office. 
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S. African 



stent white 


farmers during squatter clash 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South' African police shot and 
wounded four white farmers 
Saturday during dashes between 
landowners and black squatters at 
a pro-apartheid stronghold. 

Witnesses said trouble started 
shortly after midnight when ab- 
out 2,000 whites, mainly suppor- 
ters of the pro-apartheid Con- 
servative Party (CP), gathered at 
a farm outside Ventersdorp to 
evict residents of a black squatter 
camp. 

CP spokesman Andries Beyers 
said police opened Ore as they 
stood in a line between the far- 
mers and the squatters. 

“Three farmers were wounded 
by birdshot while a fourth was 
shot in the stomach with sharp 
ammunition,” he said. 

Witnesses said 10 blacks were 
injured, some seriously, when 
balaclava-clad whites managed to 
evade police at Goedgevonden 
Farm and attack a second squat- 
ter camp nearby. 

They said most injuries were 


from stab wounds. The attackers 
wrecked cars and makeshift 
houses in the camp before re- 
treating. 

The dispute between squatters 
and fanners started early this year 
when landless blacks settled on a 
farm from which they were forc- 
ibly removed under apartheid 
land laws several years ago. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok cut short a tour of 
black townships outside Johan- 
nesburg to fly to Ventersdorp. a 
CP bastion and national bead- 
quarters of the neo-Nazi Afrikan- 
er Weerestandsbeweging (A WB - 
Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment). 

AWB leader Eugene Terre 
Blanche has a farm outside the 
town in western Transvaal. 

Police would not comment on 
the shooting, but Vlok confirmed 
that some farmers had been 
wounded. He said no one was 
killed. 

Army reinforcements, some 
patrolling on horseback, were 


called in to help police to keep 
the peace. 

Witnesses said the farmers and 
their supporters refused to leave 
the outskirts of the squatter area 
and brown -shirted members of 
the AWB threatened journalists 
and onlookers. 

Both the AWB. which de- 
mands a white-only homeland, 
and the CP strongly oppose Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk's pledge to 
scrap race segregation laws by 
next month. 

Vlok was inspecting the results 
of “Operation Stabilise,” laun- 
ched this week to end township 
violence and rescue South Afri- 
ca’s fragile peace process from 
collapse, when he decided to 
head for Ventersdorp. 

Police reported that Johannes- 
burg's townships were quiet fol- 
lowing months of fighting be- 
tween rival black factions which 
has killed about ISO blacks this 
month alone and at least 1.500 
since August. 

Vlok. has poured extra security 


forces into the townships and on 
Thursday De Klerk banned 
weapons to try to stop the slaugh- 
ter between supporters of Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party of Zulu chief 
Mangosuthu Butbelezi. 

The ban outraged Zulu lead- 
ers, whose followers insist on 
carrying a range of dubs, spears 
and shields as part of their cultu- 
ral heritage. Buthelezi and other 
leaders vowed to defy it. 

De Klerk excluded Zulu spears 
and ceremonial axes from the 
ban, but this displeased both 
sides. Inkatha leaders want the 
exclusion extended to all cultural 
weapons — the ANC wants both 
sides disarmed completely. 

The ANC threatened to call off 
power-sharing talks with the gov- 
ernment unless the government 
took steps by last Thursday to 
end the violence. It is understood 
to have extended the deadline by 

a week to tnonior the success of 
“Operation Stabilise.” 


Soviet troops withdraw from 
Armenian village after ambush 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Soviet troops 
withdrew from the terrified 
Armenian village of Paravakar 
Saturday after firing warning 
shots from tanks and helicopters 
to force the villagers to give up 
their hunting rifles, Armenian 
officials said. 

Scores of heavily-armed troops 
surrounded and disarmed the tiny 
village of 300 people Friday after 
Armenian militants ambushed a 
nearby troop column, killing one 
soldier and wounding eight, 
according to Soviet media re- 
ports. 

Armenian officials described 
the military action against Para- 
vakar as a reprisal for the 
ambush. It was unclear whether 
the troops believed villagers had 
participated in the ambush, which 
has the first major act of resist-, 
ance by Armerian militants in 
two weeks of fighting along the 
tense, 1,000-ldlometre border be- 
tween Armenia and the neigh- 
bouring Soviet Republic of Azer- 
baijan. 

At least 48 Armenians have 
died in a two-week campaign by 
Soviet troops and Azerbaijani 
riot police to disarm Armenian 
border settlements. Before Fri- 
day's ambush, there had been 
isolated incidents of sniper fire 
against the Soviets and Azerbai- 
janis, but no major resistance. 

Bella Harutunian-Kozak, an 


Armenian Interior Ministry 
spokeswoman, said the troops 
collected only five hunting rifles 
from Paravakar. which is along 
the border 140 kilometres north- 
east of Yerevan, the Armenian 
capital. 

The soldiers initially did not 
believe that the five old rifles 
were all the weapons in the vil- 
lage, Mrs. Harutunian-Kozak 
said in a telephone interview. 

"They insisted the village had 
heavy arms, such ay grenade 
launchers, and they began firing 
from tanks and helicopters to 
scare the people,” she said. 

The soldiers first fired blanks, 
then changed to live ammunition 
to raise the pressure on the vil- 
lage. Windows were shattered 
throughout the hamlet and the 
roofs of several homes were dam- 
aged, but no casualties were re- 
ported, she said. 

According to Soviet media 
accounts, Armenian militants us- 
ing rifles and grenades ambushed 
two Soviet military trucks at 
dawn Friday in Akstafa province 
of northwest Azerbaijan, about 3 
kilometres from the Armenian 
border. 

Eight of the 14 soldiers riding 
in the trucks were wounded, and 
a ninth died before reaching a 
hospital. Two of the wounded 
were in critical condition, the 
Azerbaijani News Agency, Assa- 
Irada said. 


A few hours after the ambush, 
Soviet troops crossed the border 
into Armenia, surrounded Para- 
vakar with II armoured vehicles 
and six helicopters, and deman- 
ded that it turn over all its 
weapons, according to Hrutun 
Khachaturian, another Armenian 
Interior Ministry official. 

Soviet Interior Minister Boris 
Pugo claimed this week the cam- 
paign to disarm Armenian mili- 
tants was aimed at restoring 
peace. But Armenian President 
Levon Ter- Petrosian called it an 
attempt by Soviet and Azerbai- 
jani authorities to “terrorise the 
Armenian people” into leaving 
disputed areas. 

Ter-Petrosian also contended 
that the joint Soviet-Azerbaijani 
military actions were intended to 
punish Armenia for trying to 
secede from the Soviet Union. 

He and other Armenian offi- 
cials have said that the central 
government in Moscow is siding 
with Azerbaijan because it re- 
mains a loyal Communist repub- 
lic, while Armenia has national- 
ised Communist Party property 
and refused to sign President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's new union 
treaty. 

One by one, more than half a 
dozen Armenian settlements on 
both sides of the border have 
been seized and disarmed by 
Soviet array and Interior Ministry 
troops. 


Winnie Mandela trial ends; 
verdict expected next week 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — The Mandela and the others deny 
trial of anti-apartheid leader Win- the charges, saying the four, in- 
nie Mandela for kidnap and eluding 14-year-old Storapie 
assault ended Friday with her Seipei, came to stay at Mandela's 
lawyer asking the judge to ignore, house because they wanted to get 
the prosecution’s "mess of evi- away from the homesexual adv- 
dence” and acquit her on all 
chaiges. 

Judge M.S. Stegmann ad- 
journed until Monday when he is 
expected to start delivering bus 
verdict, -vhich could take several 
days to nod. 

“A consistent, logical story has 
been placed before your lordship 
(by Mrs. Mandela). Why must 
the mess of evidence ... placed 
before your lordship by the state 
witnesses be accepted?” attorney 
George Bizos asked the judge. 

"We submit that she should be 
found not guilty and discharged 
on all counts.” 

A relieved- looking Mandela, 
dressed in a brightly-coloured 
tribal costume and turban, was 
hugged by her lawyers after Bizos 
ended his summing-up. The trial 
began on Feb. 4. 

The state accuses Mandela, 
wife of African National Con- 
gress (ANC) Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela, of kidnapping 
four anti-apartheid activists from 
a church hostel two years ago and 
assaulting them in store rooms 
behind her home. 

The charges against Mandela, 
her driver John Morgan and 
Xoliswa Falati. a housekeeper at 

the Methodist-run hotel, allege 
the four were abducted on suspi- 
cion of being police spies. 


an ces of the white minister in 
charge of the hostel. 

Seipei died and Mandela's 
senior bodyguard, Jerry Richard- 
son, was last year sentenced to’ 
hang for his murder. 

Stegmann said Friday Mande- 
la's driver had given contradic- 
tory, incoherent and improbable 
evidence. 

"I am satisfied Morgan has 
deliberately set out to misinform 
us with untruths," he said. 

In his final statement to the 
court, Bizos said that two of the 
complainants in the case, Ken- 
neth Kgase and Barend Mono, 
had given contradictory and un- 
satisfactory evidence. 

Bizos said that the prosecution 
had failed to prove that Kgase, 
Mono, Seipie and another activist 
had stayed at Mandela's house 
against their wiU. 

“Even if it were to be con- 
ceded, which we don't, that they 
remained on the premises against 
their will, it has not been shown 
that Mrs. Mandela had know- 
ledge that such a stay was against 
their will,” he added. 

Prosecutor Jan Swanepoel said 
the activists were clearly held at 
Mandela's house under close 
watch by her bodyguards and that 
they had no chance to escape. 
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U.N. team 
arrives 
to inspect 
Cambodian 
truce 

BANGKOK (AP) — A United 
Nations military team travels to a 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla base Sun- 
day to check adherence to a truce 
that appears to be bolding in 
Cambodia despite accusations of 
violations. 

The leader of the four-man 
team. Gen. Timothy Dubuama of 
Ghana, was to arrive in Bangkok 
Saturday. 

"The purpose is to visit the 
military headquarters of each 
(Cambodian) faction for an on- 
the-spot review of the situation" 
since the truce started May 1 , said 
a U.N. official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Other members of the team 
dispatched by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
are French and Indonesian offic- 
ers. 

On Sunday, the team is to cross 
the eastern Thai border to a 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla base in- 
side Cambodia. On Monday, it is 
■ to inspect bases of the other 
groups in the guerrilla coalition 
— the forces of Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk and of the Khmer Peo- 
ple’s National Liberation Front. 

The team goes Tuesday to 
Phnom Penh to hear the govern- 
ment side. 

France, Indonesia and the 
U.N. secretary-general — the 
mam brokers of the Cambodian 
peace process — proposed the 
ceasefire to improve chances for 
an agreement at peace talks ex- 
pected in Indonesia by early 
June. 

Western diplomats and Thai 
military officers say the truce 
generally is holding, although the 
Phnom- Penh government and 
some of the guerrillas continue 
trading accusations of violations. 
It is the first truce in 12 years of 
war. 

Phnom Penh Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said his forces were 
remaining in their quarters. 


mark 125th 
anniversary 
of start of 
monarchy 

BUCHAREST (AP) — More 
than 7.000 people rallied Friday 
to mark 125 years since the incep- 
tion of Romania's monarchy. The 
event turned into a protest 
against President Ion Die&n: and 
the government. 

Waving pictures of ex- 
monarefas Carol f and Michael, 
the demonstrators shouted 
“down with niescu.” “down with 
communism” and “let the king 
come home.” 

The rally took place in Revolu- 
tion Square, where security 
forces shot into demonstrators 
during the December 1989 upris- 
ing that ousted the Communists 
from power. 

As speakers addressed the 
crowd, royalists called for the 
resignation of Iliesca, whom they 
accuse of harbouring totalitarian 
views. 

Most of the speakers demanded 
that the monarchy, which ended 
abruptly in 1947, be reinstated in 
Romania. 

“Monarchy is a nightmare for 
this government ... it robs them 
of sleep," said Aurel Golimas, 
president of the Liberal 
Monarchist Party, which orga- 
nised the rally. 

Sixty-nine-year-old Larisa 
Gntu said she remembers “it was 
better in the king's times. 

“We had enough food and did not 
have to qneue for everything,” 
she said. ‘Td love the lung to 
come back and rule again.” 

Other organisers expressed 
hope their demonstration could 
maike the king return to Roma- 
nia. “It can have a big echo if 
more people rum up," said Octa- 
vian Radulescu of the former 
Political Prisoners Association. 

On May 10, 1866, Carol I of 
the German house of 
Hobenzollem-Sigmaringen was 
crowned prince of Romanian 
principalities. He was crowned 
King of Romaina in 1S81. 


Major prepares 
party for election 


PERTH, Scotland (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major Fri- 
day put his Conservative Party on 
an election footing but sought to 
play speculation he would call a 
poll next month. 

“The economy is getting bet- 
ter, things are getting better, 
inflation is falling. Why are peo- 
ple in such a hurry?" Major told 
reporters during a visit to Scot- 
land. 

But in a speech to party loyal- 
ists — the same platform on 
which his predecessor Margaret 
Thatcher launched three winning 
election campaigns — Major was 
in electioneering form. 

Election fever increased this 
week when party chiefs said they 
were not ruling out any date for 
an election. 

They said an apparent setback 
in local elections last week had 
not been so bad after all. The 
Conservatives would have kept 
power had it been a national 
election, they said. 

British bookmakers are betting 
on an October election. Major 
must call a poll by mid- 1992. 

Neil Kinnock, leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, predi- 
cted that rising unemployment 
would probably persuade Major 


to call a June general election. 

Kinnock told a rally in Wales 
that unemployment was now 
-soaring towards 2.5 million and 
beyond from the current level of 
just over two million. 

“It wiU get worse,” he said. 
“Even the government knows 
that — and it is one of the reasons 
why we will probably be having a 
general election next month.” 

Major said the Conservatives 
could campaign on good news in 
the economy and policies to boost 
health and public services. 

He predicted recovery from a 
sharp recession in coming months 
and promised a so-called 
"citizens' charter” to guarantee 
better value from state-nm public 
services. 

Major, who has pledged to 
create an “opportunity society," 
said he wanted to harness econo- 
mic recovery “to see more people 
with homes, shares and pensions 
of their own ... more ways into 
independence and less ties to 
dependence.” 

But the man who has brought a 
new consensus style to British 
politics after more than a decade 
of abrasive Thatcherism devoted 
much of his speech to calling the 
Labour Party left-wing extremists 



John M^jor 

and economic incompetents. 

Scottish Conservatives, many 
of the men wearing tartan kills, 
gave Major a standing ovation. 

In a region where Thatcher was 
extremely popular with her right- 
wing supporters but a liability 
with an electorate suffering a 
deep recession. Major, was wel- 
comed as a fresh start. 

He dwelt on this own achieve- 
ments since replacing Thatcher 
last November after a bitter lead- 
ership struggle. 

At that point, Major said,, the 
Conservatives had been 16 points 
behind Labour in opinion polls. 

They were now ahead and 
Labour had peaked and could 
only face dedine and election 
defeat. 


Protesters, police clash in Seoul, Pusan 


SEOUL (R) — Thousands of 
anti-government protesters 
seized control of one of the main 
streets in Seoul Saturday, braving 
repeated tear gas volleys to batter 
riot police lines with a hail of 
stones and petrol bombs. 

Witnesses said that, faced with 
a crowd of about 3.000 radical 
students and workers, the hard- 
rressed police appeared to be 
giving way. 

Pitched battles were being 


fought just a few hundred metres 
from some of the capital's main 
hotels and department stores and 
-the Central Bank. The evening 
air was thick with acrid fumes. 
Weeping bystanders held hand- 
kerchiefs to their faces. 

State radio said demonstrations 
. were also taking place in 11 other 
cities across South Korea, as the 
country's latest outbreak of poli- 
tical turmoil entered its third 


week. 

It was triggered by the batter- 
ing to death of a student demon- 
strator by .riot police in Seoul on 
April 26. 

' In die days that followed the 
killing of Kang Kyung-Dae, 20, at 
least six sympathisers attempted 
suicide in protest. Four of them, 
all young men, have died. 
Another youth and a woman 
student remain in critical condi- 
tion. 


Sri Lankan troops change tactics 
in bid to seize Tamil territory 


PALAIMODDAI, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — For the past week, the 
Sri Lankan army has crawled 
through scrub jungle in a steady 
advance to wrest the northern tier 
of the island from Tamil rebels. 

After destroying eight enemy 
camps since May 2, the army 
Thursday rounded the largest 
Tamil Tiger base in the Vavuniya 
district, a wild and thinly popu- 
lated wasteland where the rebels 
roam freely. 

Vavuniya separates the Tiger 
stronghold of Jaffna from the 
island's Sinhalese-dominated 
south. 

This week's drive marked a 
major change in the govern- 
ment's tactics in the war against 
the Tigers. Until now, the troops 
had tried to set up camps in rebel 
territory and defend them against 

hit-and-run attacks. 

* 

At least 16,000 people have 
been killed in the insurgency led 
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam who want to set up a Tamil 
nation in the north and the east. 

On Thursday, the lead units of 
the two-battalion force, or about 
3,200 men, reached the fringes of 
the 10-acre (4-hectare) Palaimod- 
dai Camp, being defended by 
about 300 guerrillas. 

The rebels “have been ordered 
to defend this camp at any cost." 
said Col. Shanta Kotagoda. 


“They are trying to protect 
something big,” he told a group 
of reporters token to the battlef- 
ront from Colombo. In the back- 
ground, the blast of mortars and 
artillery reverberated. 

As he spoke, rebels hiding in 
foliage fired a barrage of rocket- 
propelled grenades, mortars, 
machineguns and automatic 
weapons. The target was unclear. 

When the firing became in- 
tense, troop A summoned airplanes 
to bomb guerrilla positions. U.S.- 
made Bell helicopters fitted with 
.50-calibre machineguns also 
strafed the rebels. 

One armoured car was hit by a 
rebel rocket. It crashed into a 
forward field medical centre and 
the driver collapsed. Troops 
lifted a gunner out of the vehicle 
by his hair and two army doctors 
massaged his heart in a desperate 
attempt to revive him but after a 
short while gave up. 

“We can rout them out but are 
moving cautiously to minimise 
casualties among troops," Kota- 
goda said. 

Four soldiers were killed and 
20 wounded in Thursday's fight- 
ing, bringing troop casualties to 
25 since the operation began. 

Military officials estimate at 
least 30 rebels were killed Thurs- 
day. raising to more than 100 the 
guerrilla toll in the operation, 
named “Wanni Wickrema,”- 


Sinhalese for gallantry. 

The soldiers were backed by a 
lVfc-kilometre long convoy of 
trucks tractors carrying supplies 
and ammunition. Helicopters 
also shuttled to and from the 
battleground to Vavuniya, car- 
rying injured and dead soldiers. 

On a helicopter flight back to 
the town of Vavuniya, 30 
kilometres to the south, an officer 
held the hand of a wounded 
soldier who attempted to offer his 
seat. 

In the aisle lay a dead soldier. 
When the _ helicopter landed, 
young recruits solemnly crowded 
around as the body was lifted into 
a hearse. 

“There is high morale among 
the soldiers. They know they are 
capable of defeating the Tigers 
and willing to fight till die end,” 
the officer said. 

The civil war, which has been 
going on intermittently since 
1983, took on a new intensity in 
March, as the guerrillas stepped 
up harassment and ambushes of 
isolated military camps, and the 
army responded with heavy fibre. 

Some analysts said both sides 
may be jockeying for advantage 
in the belief that peace talks may 
open soon. "The government has 
offered conditional talks, but the 
Tigers have rejected the condi- 
tions. 


China declines to renounce force against Taiwan 


PEKING (R) — China said 
Saturday it would not renounce 
the possible use of force against 
Taiwan, but its goal was still 
peaceful reunification with the 
Nationalist-controlled island. 

“In reunifying China we must 
insist on peaceful methods," the 
official People's Daily said in a 
commentary. 

“Our not committing ourselves 
to renouncing military force is 
certainly not aimed at the Taiwan 
people but at foreign interference 
and ‘Taiwan independence’.” 

Taipei's nationalist govern- 
ment. which fled to Taiwan in 
1949 after Communist victory dn 
the mainland, still claims to be 
the legitimate ruler of China. 
Peking, for its part, insists that 
Taiwan is an inalienable part of 
China. 

A number of native Taiwanese 
in recent years have lobbied for 
the island to declare independ- 
ence. something considered sedi- 
tious by both Taipei and Peking. 

The newspaper urged that 

direct mail, trade, air and ship- 
ping services be established be- 
tween China and Taiwan as soon 
as possible to bring the two sides 
together. 

It praised Taiwan's recent for- 
mal ending of more than four 

decades of emergency provisions 
against China. Taipei cancelled 
the “period of mobilisation to 
suppress the Communist rebel- 
lion," paving the way for closer 


relations. 

But rhe paper lashed out at 
what it said was Taiwan’s attempt 
to gain international acceptance 
as a “parallel political entity." 

It also said the Nationalist gov- 
ernment should have do illusions 
about trying to transform China 
with its capitalist system. 

“All these are unrealistic and 
will get nowhere,” it said. 

Tension between Taiwan and 
China has eased since the late 
1980s. Tens of thousands of 
Taiwanese have visited China on 
family visits, and indirect trade 
and investment through third 
countries are booming. 

In a separate- development, 
China cracked down on a group 
that published articles in praise of 
democracy movements, banning 
its publication, disbanding the 
organisation and purging its 
leaders of the Legal Daily said 
Saturday, 

As the second anniversary of 
the June 4. 1989. military sup- 
pression of a mass pro-democracy 
movement approaches, China has 
tightened control of dissidents 
and increased violence on cam- 
puses, Chinese sources said. 

The official newspaper said 
that security organs had recently 
“investigated and punished" a 
group called the Artistic Talents 
Research Branch of the China 
Talents Research Association. 

Its publication had carried a 


reappraisal of the 1978 Democra- 
cy and Human Rights Democracy 
Wall Movement which was sup- 
pressed by the Communist gov- 
ernment a year later. It also 
praised "the so-called brilliant 
leaden, of the spring 1989 (pro- 
democracy) disturbances." the 
newspaper said. 

“The group had an abominable 
influence on society,” the news- 
paper said. 

It did not provide details of 
how many people were involved 
or what punishment they re- 
ceived, other than to say that the 
publication had been banned and 
the organisation stopped and 
“rectified," the term used to de- 
scribe a purge. 

After the military crushed the 
1989 student-led movement, 
thousands of. people were 
arrested and scores jailed for long 
terms. 

An unknown number are still 
being detained without trial, 
according to diplomatic, human 
rights and Chinese sources. 

Meanwhile after turning social- 
ism upside down in China’s 
southern Guangdon province. 
Governor Ye Xuanping has final- 
ly been forced out of office by 
Peking, but his successor is com- 
mitted to his bold policies of 
economic reform, analysts said 
Saturday. 

Ye resigned Friday after a long 
struggle with Peking leaders who 


diplomats said felt threatened by 
the power he had amassed in 
Guangdong, which borders Hong 
Kong and has adopted many of 
the British colony’s freewheeling 
capitalist ways. The province has 
the highest living standards in 
China. 

The 67-year-old son of late 
head of state Marshal Ye Jianying 
had been governor of Guangdong 
since 1985. Beofre that he was 
mayor of the provincial capital. 
Canton, and vice governor of the 
province. 

The New China News Agency 
gave no reason for the resignation 
in its announcement late Friday. 

However Ye made no secret of 
the fact that be wanted to keep 
his job and diplomats and 
analysts said he had won a victory 
in the choice of his successor, 
61-year-old Zhu Senlin, his right- 
hand man and a firm proponent 
of market-oriented economic re- 
forms. 

“I think there must have been a 
deal struck such that a reformer 
was kept very firmly in control of 
Guangdong," said John Kamm, a 
‘former chairman of the Hong 
Kong American Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“Zhu is a respected, pro- 
reform leader." he said. 

Zhu, formerly secretary of the 
Communist Party Committee of 
Canton, was made acting gov- 
ernor. 


STOOD 


Scientists confirm 
flying rock is meteor 

GLATTON, England (AP)--A' r 
man gardening in bis yard was - 
interrupted by a missile from the 
heavens, which arrived with all 
the- noise of an -air rakL, Dr. 
Robert Hiitdtfnson of the Natu- 
ial History . Museum confirmed . 
Friday that the missile was - a 
meteor — only the fifth known to . 
have fallen in Britain since World 
War H. In fact, it may haw-, 
sounded tike "World War* nib' 
80-year-old Arthur Pettifer. He 
told police the ■ 3-inch (7-Crn) 
round meteor arrived Sudnay 
with a “very loud whistling, wbra- 
mg screaming noise.” n I : was 
amazed,” the retired crvfl servant 
said: “I was doing some garden- 
ing when I heard a terrific noise 
followed by a thud and there it 
was in my hedge.” ‘‘Fancy some- 
thing coming ajd those, miles ami 
landing in my garden,” he- said. 
Hotcbinsoii said the black, pitted 
meteor probably came from 
beyond 7 Mars.. Pettifer said he 
would probably let the Natural 
History .Museum keep, the 
meteor, and that Hutchinson 
promised, if the museum-gets the 
cosmic missile, to name k the 
(Hatton meteorite, after the town 
40 miles (65 ferns) north of Lon- 
don where Pettifer lives. 

2 paintings stolen 
from Dublin 
exhibitions 

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — Two 
paintings by Irish artists Jack B. 
Year and Paul Henry were stolen 
from separate exhibitions in Dub- 
lin ami police said one thief may - 
have taken troth. The Henry 
landscape of Lough Comb, valued 
at 10,000 Irish pounds ($15,000), 
was token Wednesday from the 
Oriel Gallery. Yeats’ Dublin 
Borne, Shelling Peas In Moore 
Street, valued at more than 
£50,000 ($75,000), was stolen 
from an exhibition at the Guin- 
ness Hop Store Museum. “Both 
pictures could be easily' con-, 
.cealed, the frame was left behind 
in each case and the closeness of 
the thefts suggests it was the same 
thief,” said a police spokesman. 
He added that Dublin art thefts 
were - uncommon, “perhaps no 
more than one a year.” Yeats, 
who died in 1957 and was the 
brother of Poet W.B. Yeats, was 
an Expressionist painter ami is 
regarded as the most important 
Irish 20th century artist. Henry, 
who died in 1958, is the most 
admired Irish landscapist of mod- 
em times. 

Man sues hospital 
for losing his arm 

SEOUL (R) — A South Korean 
miner is suing a hospital for mis- 
placing his arm after it was se- 
vered in an underground acci- 
dent, the daily Cbosnn Hbo said 
Saturday. Park Song-Ji, 51 
alleged that the Kmb went missing 
from a freezer in the hospital in 
Wonju, central South Korea, 
^flashing his hopes that it could be 
re-attached, the report said. Park 
claimed damages of 30 million 
won (about $41,500). The report 
said ' the hospital disputed the 
man's claim, saying it was already 
too late for successful surgery by 
the time the arm went missing. 
Park's right arm was amputated 
when be caught it in a - conveyor 
belt. 

Lump turns out 
to be baby 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) .— 
Sally BeDando didn’t crave ice 
cream and pickles, and didn't 
morning sideness. She did have 
abdominal swelling, but feared 
that was a sign her cancer had 
returned. Then she gave birth by 
Caesarean section to a 5-pound, 
14-ounce (2.64-kilogramrae) 
baby girl, Shaun a Christine Bal- 
lando. “She’s a special little baby, 
definitely meant to be bom. She 
certainly is welcome,” Mrs. Bd- 
lando said Friday in a telephone 
interview from Alta Bates- 
Herridt Hospital in Berkeley.The 
pregnancy was discovered Mon- 
tray after her internist, believing 
the cancer might have returned 
and spread, ordered a cat of 
Mrs. Bellando’s midsection. The 
baby was born the next day, four 
weeks premature. The infant, 
Mrs. Bellando’s first, will remain 
hospitalised several weeks for 
observation but so far hasn't 
shown any ill effects of her 
mother’s cancer treatments, said 
htKpital spokeswoman Carol Re- 
galado. The baby, however, does 

■ifu e a , bo °^ su 8 ar problem poss- 
Jbly related to her . mother’s di- 
abetes, Regalado said. Mrs. Bel- 
lando, 39. believed she was left 
stenle chemotherapy treat- 
ment she was receiving to treat 
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